
Obituary of Maudabelle Watson, “Oil City Derrick” -- January 1982
Maudabelle Watson
     Miss Maudabelle Watson, 100, a native of Nickleville, died at noon Wednesday in Venango Manor.  She had been a resident of 
the county home since April 1977.  She died 27 Jan. 1982.
     Born August 12, 1881, in Nickleville, she was a daughter of William and Martha Pryer Watson.  She was one of four children in 
her family, and was the last surviving member of her immediate family.
     Miss Watson lived in the house where she was born until she moved to Venango Manor. She was a lifelong member of Nickleville 
Presbyterian Church and, in her youth, belonged to Georgeville Methodist Church.  She was the oldest living member of her church.  
For over 50 years she taught Sunday school classes to young people and later taught the women’s class at the Nickleville Church.  
Miss Watson was active in the WCTU, the Women’s Missionary Society and Nickleville Women’s Club.  She was known as a 
seamstress in the area. Her main hobby through the years was raising flowers.
     For many years she was employed as assistant telephone operator and clerk in Nickleville Store when the business was owned by 
the Nickles family, the Pierces and later the Kelley family.  She also served as an assistant in Nickleville Post Office.
     Surviving are three nieces, Betty Berrios of South Carolina, Lois Hirst of Milton and Katherine Homer of Oil City, and a nephew, 
Pryer Watson of South Carolina. Preceding her in death in addition to her parents were a sister, two brothers, a niece and a nephew.
     Friends will be received Friday at the Robert F. Criswell Funeral Home in Emlenton.  The family will receive friends from 2 to 4 
and 7 to 9 pm Friday in the funeral home. Funeral services will be at 11 a.m. Saturday in the funeral home,  with Rev.  Darrell Knopp, 
pastor of Nickleville Presbyterian Church, officiating. Interment will be in Nickleville Cemetery.


