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“The great number of idle people in the Highlands lowered the standard of living and contributed 

new poverty to that which already existed.  Overwhelmed because of these conditions, many 

farmers, some of them evicted, sold the few animals and tools they possessed and, if they 

received sufficient money for passage, migrated to America.  William Bain, a shopkeeper from 

Caithness, informed the port official in 1774 that he was going to Carolina because ‘the Poverty 

of the Common People with whom he dealt disabled them to pay their debts.’” -- NOTE: I’m not 

sure this is my William Bain. 

 

Internet Web Page of Beverly Barnett: bbarnett@tir.com 

3. Elizabeth (or Sarah)2 Greer (Arthur1) (Source: Richard Bain.) was born July 19, 1761 in 

Ireland (Source: (1) A Reminiscent History of the Ozark Region., (2) Richard Bain., (3) Jill 

Jobe.), and died Bet. 1830 - 1840 in Blount County, Tennessee (Source: Richard Bain.). She 

married (1) Thomas McCorkle, Jr. (Source: (1) Richard Bain., (2) Jill Jobe.) Bef. 1782 (Source: 

Richard Bain.), son of Thomas McCorkle, Sr.. She married (2) William Bain Abt. 1785 in North 

Carolina (Source: Richard Bain.). He was born 1755 in Scotland (Source: (1) Richard Bain., (2) 

Robert B. Bain.), and died Abt. 1831 in Blount County, Tennessee (Source: William E. Bain, 

letter of 2/20/1899.).  

 

Elizabeth born about 1762 was first married to Thomas McCorkle who died shortly thereafter. 

Four other Greers moved to the same area of Blount County c1800. Elizabeth was listed as 60-70 

in the 1830 Blount County, Tennessee Census and also apparently died between 1830 and 1840. 

(Richard Bain)  

 

William Bain was a weaver by trade. (Quoted from A Reminiscent History of the Ozark Region 

written 1894)  

A weaver from the Highlands born about 10 years after Cullodon, trained and working in his 

craft during a time when the Scots were forbidden to wear, have or make tartan cloth or kilts 

must have made him particularly aware of the oppression. (Robert Greer)  

He emigrated from Scotland some years before the Revolutionary war. (Quoted from Minutes of 

the Presbytery of Nashville September 26, 1868.) His age can only be estimated from the 1830 

Blount County, Tennessee Census - 70-80. His name was on a petition in the Blount County area 

in 1795 (qualifying this family as a First Family of Tennessee). An 1810 deed for acreage on 

Cloyd Creek exists. It is assumed that he died between 1830 and 1840. William received a state 

land grant 6-16-1810 for 207+ acres in Blount County - perhaps for the land he already occupied. 

Some of the children of William and Elizabeth were born in North Carolina prior to the family 

move to Blount County, Tennessee c1795. (Richard Bain)  

 

Information Provided by Eugene B. Cheek, Jr.: gcheek@home.com 

 William Bain was born in 1755 in Wick, Caithness, Scotland 

 

Information Provided by Tom Allman:  tlallman@comcast.org 

16 June 1810 – William Bain owned 207 acres west of Maryville in Blount Co., Tennessee. 



 1829 – The 207 acres west of Maryville was passed on to his son, William Bain. 

 

1830 Blount Co., Tennessee Census 

 Bain, Wm. 

  1 male under 5    2 females under 5 

  1 male aged 5-10   1 female aged 10-15 

  1 male aged 30-40   1 female aged 20-30 

  1 male aged 70-80 (William)  1 female aged 60-70 

      NOTE: This is probably William, his wife, and one of his children, their spouse and  

 some grandchildren. 

 

Minutes of the Presbytery of Nashville, 26 Sept. 1868.  John Bain is the subject. 

The following was recorded in the Minutes of the Presbytery of Nashville dated Sept 26, 

1868.   

 The subject of this memoir was born in Mecklenburg County, North Carolina, 

June 12th 1792. His father, Wm. Bain, was a native of Scotland, and his mother, Sarah 

Green (sic), was of Irish extraction. His father immigrated to America some years before 

the Revolutionary war.  

 John, the fourth child, was for five or six years very delicate. During these tender 

years of his infancy, his mother was most assiduous in her endeavours to instil into his 

mind the great principles of the Christian religion. It was about this time, or not long 

after, that he dated his first religious impressions; at this age, he remembered having a 

reverence for God and the ordinances of the Gospel. He was early taught the duty and 

importance of prayer, and so conscientious was he in the discharge of his duty, that he 

was afraid to lie down at night without praying. He always looked back to this period of 

life with joy, for he seemed to know what the communion with God was. He often longed 

for this freshness of communion when the "candle of the Lord shone upon his head."  

 

Information on the Family of William Bain submitted by Richard A. Bain:  dickbain@primeline.com 

 William Bain, born 1749-1760 (from the 1830 Blount Co. Census) emigrated to this country 

prior to the Revolutionary War. He married Elizabeth McCorkle (nee Greer) in the mid 1780s; no record 

of the Greer-McCorkle or McCorkle-Bain marriage exists. Elizabeth had a son, Joel McCorkle (??), 

from her first marriage. William and family moved to Blount Co., TN c1795. William received a state 

land grant 6-16-1810 for 207+ acres in Blount Co. - perhaps for the land he already occupied. Some of 

the children of William and Elizabeth were born in NC prior to the family move to Blount Co., TN 

c1795. The following family has been reconstructed from various printed records. Question marks (??) 

indicate less reliable information.  

 1.  Margaret Bain (??) - born c1786; married Andrew Cromwell 1-15-1829 in Blount Co., TN (perhaps 

his second marriage).  

 2.  Daniel Bain - b 1788 in NC; married first Susannah Woody c1812 in Blount Co., TN; married 

second Eliza ? after death of Susannah 10-18-1854; died in January 1867. [Court records indicated that 

Daniel was a brother of John Ramsey Bain below.]  

 3.  Leonard B. Bain (??) - born 1789-1800; name of wife unknown; possibly died between 1830 and 

1840. [Leonard was listed in the 1830 Sumner Co., TN Census and not thereafter with wife and four 

young children. These four children plus a fifth (possibly born in 1840) might have been listed with John 

R. Bain in the 1840 Davidson Co. Census.  



 

These five children were not John Ramsey Bain's. There was a Leonard Greer in the Mecklenburg Co., 

NC area who may have been closely related to Arthur Greer.]  

 

 4.  John [Ramsey] Bain - born 6-12-1792 in Mecklenburg Co., NC; married first Nancy Donnell, 

daughter of Thomas Donnell, in Davidson Co., TN; Nancy died 4-24-1829 and John Ramsey married 

second Sarah Elliott Crockett, daughter of Samuel Crockett and Joannah Sayers 11-5-1829 in Davidson 

Co., TN; died 6-19-1868 in Sumner Co., TN. [A family history similar to a family bible identifies John 

as son of William.] More details appear below.  

 5.  Mary Bain (??) - born c1793; married James Woody, brother of Susannah Woody, 9-25-1817 in 

Roane Co., TN. [This may have been an example of brother and sister of one family marrying sister and 

brother of another.]  

 6.  William Bain, Jr. - born 10-15-1795 in Kannapolis, NC; married first Mary Hannah Stephenson, 

daughter of Joseph Stephenson and Elizabeth Wilson, 9-14-1819 in Blount Co., TN who died 

3-20-1851; married second Feraby Cagle 11-6-1851 in Monroe Co., TN; moved to Monroe Co., TN and 

then Polk Co., TN where he died 11-20-1881. [The William E. Bain Family Letter (published in the 

December 1996 issue of "Tennessee Ancestors") mentions the relationship of William Bain, Sr., John 

Ramsey Bain, and William Bain, Jr.]  

 7.  James Bain (??) - born 1-6-1798; married Sarah Brewer, daughter of William Brewer; moved to 

Henderson Co., TN and Madison Co., TN; died 2-17-1871 in Madison Co., TN. [According to 

descendants of James Bain, Sarah Brewer was Cherokee. Blount Co., TN was originally adjacent to 

Cherokee lands to the south.]  

 8.  Arthur Bain - born 1801 in Tennessee; married Elenor McPherren 5-14-1819 in Roane Co., TN; 

moved to Knox Co., TN, Monroe Co., TN, and McMinn Co., TN; died in McMinn Co., TN c1867. ["A 

Reminiscent History of the Ozark Region" mentions William Bain, Sr., John Ramsey Bain, and Arthur 

Bain.] 

 

From Cooper Family Tree at Ancestry.com 

Research):There are two possible birth locations of William Bain that are in circulation. One location is 

Caithness, Wicks, Scotland and was quoted as being a weaver by trade. This William Bain, 

however, left Caithness abord the Marlborough on 25 Sept., 1775 and landed in Savannah, GA. 

(Scottish Emigrants To The U.S.A. page 15)     The second suggested birth place of William 

Bain was given by his grandson, William Wesley Bain quoting his father James Bain during an 

interview with Leander Bain (a supposed distant cousin).       

The Leander Bain Article " Interesting Information about the Bain Family" follows: 

I met William Wesley Bain of Ferris, Ellis County, Texas about ten years ago. He was very active at that 

time and was an interesting talker, He was born in Tennessee on June 7, 1844 and died at the 

Masonic Home, Dallas Texas in April 1948, only two months before his 104th birthday.  He told 

me that I was the only person except his father whom he had known by the name of Bain, 

although he knew there were other members of his family living in the south. I discussing our 

family connections, he reported what his father had told him, as follows: 

"My people migrated from Glasgow, Lanark County, Scotland. They landed somewhere on the Atlantic 

Coast and settled in Randolf County, North Carolina. They lived there for a short time and while 

I was a small boy, a portion of them moved westward into Tennessee. Alexander Bain who was a 

brother of my father and my uncle, headed and managed the caravan. Alexander Bain came 

across the Atlantic with the original group and married Peggy Farr, an Irish girl at sea." "While 

enrout to Tennessee with the caravan, I became lost from the group and was never able to find 



them. I was never able to get any information about where the group went and therefore became 

the only known living member of my family. I married in Tennessee and reared my family there." 

(William Wesley Bain) 


