
ROBERT KYLE 

 
Family Bible of James and Diana (Kyle) Garrison (Provided by Denzil Garrison) 
 Birth date of Robert Kyle recorded as 25 March 1751 
 
Christening Records of Temple, Midlothian Co, Scotland 

           26 March 1751 -- Robert Kyle and Ann Wilson had a son baptized named Robert 
and  Witnesses James Porteous and James Pennycook 

 
“Memories and Experiences” (1926) by James H. Garrison 
     Pages 18-19 
 “When I come to speak of my mother I feel that I must exercise great restraint lest I seem 

to idealize her.  Considering the limitations in the way of education and the surroundings to 
which she was subjected, I do not believe that I am extravagant in regarding her as one of the 
most remarkable women I have ever known.  Her maiden name was Diana Kyle.  She was the 
daughter of Robert Kyle who in his young manhood came from the north of Ireland to seek a 
home and fortune in the new world, in about 1800, as thousands of his countrymen have done 
before and since.  In a visit to northern Ireland in 1910, I found numerous Kyles still residing in 
that section of Ireland.  A very prominent member of the Kyle family moved to Virginia before 
the War of the Revolution, as I have seen in some book of the early migrations to this country.  
Robert Kyle was a later arrival.  He came to Botetourt County, Virginia, where he married Sarah 
Reynolds and then migrated to Tennessee.  He was in the War of 1812 and came home from that 
war with an illness which caused his death.  I visited his home, for it was the home of my 
mother’s girlhood, in the same neighborhood, in Hawkins County, in 1891.  While there I 

visited my mother’s oldest brother, John Kyle, who was still living there in the ninetieth year of 
his age, and had a long conversation with him on the family history.  . . . The Kyles, originally 
from Scotland, had settled in Northern Ireland, and from there, as stated, had emigrated to the 
new Republic of the West.  My mother was only one remove from the native Irish stock.” 
 
Information provided by Denzil Garrison of Bartelsville, Oklahoma in a phone call to David 
Landers 
 Denzil says that the date of birth of our Robert Kyle (which is March 25, 1751) had 
previously come from the family bible of  his ancestors James Garrison and Diane Kyle (subject 
Bible was burned many years ago). 
 
Families of Hawkins County, Tennessee (1786-1994) 

Family of Robert Kyle (of Clinch) 
 There were two persons in early Hawkins County history named Robert Kyle.  This 
sketch concerns the Robert who founded the village of Kyle’s Ford, on the Clinch River, some 
twenty-five miles north of Rogersville, now in Hancock County, Tennessee.   Another  older  
Captain Robert Kyle  also  lived in Hawkins County, at Walnut Hill, where he is buried.  
Although they are probably related, such has not been proven.  The younger, less well-known 
and less opulent Robert, is still referred to as “Robert  of  Clinch”,  while  the Other Robert  
is described as "Robert of Walnut Hill”.   
 The Kyle Family is originally from Ayrshire, in Scotland.  The name is of Celtic origin.  
In the year 1606, tho first Kyle families migrated to northern Ireland.   A century and a half 



later, these same families were transplanted generously to American soil. 

 Robert Kyle (of Clinch) was born in 1751, in County Tyrone, the north of Ireland. He was 
the son of William Kyle, born in the same county, about 1730, and his wife Sara Stephens.  
William and Sara were married about 1750, and he came to America in 1759.  Their son Robert 
emigrated with his parents from Northern Ireland.   
 The William Kyle family settled in Augusta County, later Botetourt Co., Virginia, where 
William died in 1821.  Robert Kyle married Sarah Reynolds (Runnels), in Botetourt County, on 
June 10, 1788. She was the daughter of John Reynolds. Both Lieutenant John Reynolds and 
William Kyle served in tho Revolutionary War, as members of the Botetourt County Militia.  
Robert Kyle (of Clinch) served as an overage soldier in the War of 1812.  He died of exposure in 
1814, while serving in Captain Jones Griffin’s Company, in the East Tennessee Militia.  He is 
buried in the Kyle family Cemetery, Puncheon Camp (now Kyle) valley, near Eidson, Tennessee.  

  Robert and Sarah Reynolds Kyle had ten children who lived to adulthood.  They were 
(1) Mary (Polly) Kyle, born 1793, married to Abraham Jones, (2)  Nancy  Kyle, born  1795,  
married first  to  Daniel  Rapp,  and  then  to John Wray, (3) Hester (Betty) Kyle, born 1797, 
married to Isaac Briscoe, (4) John Kyle, born on December 24, 1799,  married  to  Martha  
Willis, daughter of Larkin Willis, (5) Diana Kyle, born in 1802, died November 12, 1862,  
Springfield,  MO,  married  to James C. Garrison, son of Isaac Garrison, (6) Robert Kyle, born 
1805, married  to   Rachael  Gillenwaters, (7) Thomas Jefferson Kyle, born 1808, married to 
Sarah H. Russell,  (8) Joseph   Kyle,   died   unmarried, (9) Melinda  (Lindy)  Kyle,  
married first to John Eidson, and second to Jesse Hurd, (10) James Madison Kyle, born  in  
1813,  died  Nodaway  County, MO, married to Elizabeth Anderson.  
 Sarah Reynolds, wife of Robert Kyle (of Clinch), died in Hawkins County, June 29, 1842. 
She was born about 1767, in Augusta County, Virginia.   

 The descendants of Robert and Sarah Kyle  have spread throughout the United States.  
A number of them went from Hawkins County to the southwest part of Missouri, and several 
went to Texas.    Most of them had large families.   For instance, Diana Kyle Garrison, and her 
husband, James C. Garrison, had thirteen children who lived to adulthood. 
 Both John Reynolds and William Kyle have been recognized as Revolutionary War 
Ancestors by the Daughters of the American Revolution and the Sons of the American 
Revolution. 
         Submitted by Denzil D. Garrison, Bartlesville, OK 
 
1787 Botetourt Co., Virginia Tax Records 
 Robert Kyle 
 

1788 Botetourt Co., Virginia Tax Records 
 Robert Kyle 
 
Botetourt Co., Virginia Marriage Records 
 Robert Kyle married Sarah Runnells  13 June 1788 
 
Botetourt Co., Virginia Marriage Record 

Marriage Bond of Robert Kyle & Sarah Reynolds 
 Know all men by these presents that we Robert Kyle and Patrick Lockhart are 
held and firmly bound unto his excellency Edmund Randolph Esquire Governor of 



Virginia in the just sum of fifty Pounds Current money of Virginia to the which Payment 

will and truly to be made we bind ourselves our Heirs & given under our Hands & Seals 
this 10th day of June 1788. 
 The Condition of the above Obligation is such that whence there is a Marriage 
shortly intended to be held and solemnized between the above bound Robert Kyle and 
Sarah Reynolds both of this Parish if therefore there shall be no lawful cause to Obstruct 
said marriage then this Obligation to be void else to remain in full force 

  Tests:     Robert Kyle 
  James Poondexture (Poindexter) Pat Lockhart 
 

Permission Slip for Sarah Reynolds to Marry 
 I do hereby sertify that I give Consent that my Daughter Sarah Runnels and Robert 

Kyle should be joined in the holy Bands of matrimony as she is Come of age given under 
my hand and seal this Tenth Day of June 1788 

  Test:     John Runnels 
  John Runels 
  Joseph Runels 
 

Marriage Record of Robert Kyle/Sarah Reynolds 
 I do Certify that I married Robert Kyle & Sarah Runnells of Botetourt County 
according to Law given under my Hand this 13th day of June 1788. 

        Jeremiah Martin 
  To Henry Bowyer Clerk of  
   Botetourt 

 
North Carolina Land Grants in Tennessee, 1778-1791 
 #2644 - Robert Kyles   200 acres 1790 Hawkins County on Caney Creek 
   NOTE: I don’t believe that this is my Robert Kyle 
 
Minutes of Botetourt Co., Virginia Court (1769-1800) from Annals of Southwest Virginia by 
Summers 
 8 June 1790 -- Robert Kyle was appointed constable in Capt. Parton’s Company 
 
Hawkins Co., Tennesse, Deed Book 4, Page 490 
     12 Oct. 1799 -- John Kelver, Sullivan Co., Tennessee, one part, and Robert Kile, Hawkins 
Co., Tennessee, other part -- $1000. paid for a tract of 500 acres in said county located on the 

North side of the Clinch Mountain beginning in line of Campbell.  Wit: Joseph C. Laughlin. 
 
U. S. Land Office Patents and Grants 
     Lee Co., Virginia - Grant 44, p. 144 
 13 January 1800 -- Lee Co. -- Robert Kyle -- 36 acres on both sides of Singletary’s Lick 
Branch waters of the North Fork of Clinch River. 
 
Hawkins Co., Tennessee Deed Book 
     Book 3, Page 40 
 H. Knave to Robt. Koile 



 Registered 1 May 1802 

  This Indenture made this 18 day of March in the year of our son Eighteen hundred 
& one Between Henry Knave of the county of Hawkins & state of Tennessee of 
the one part & Robert koile of the County aforesaid of the other part witnesseth 
that the said Henry Knave for and in consideration of the Sum of Sixty pounds to 
him in hand paid the Receipt of whereof is hereby acknowledged hath & by these 
presents doth grant bargain sell alien _____ & confirm unto the sd. Robert Koile 
his heirs & assigns forever a certain tract or parcel of land lying on the South side 
of Clinch River Joining below Robert Koile plantation Beginning on Koiles 
corner a Beech & Buckeye on the Bank of the River Running thence South thirty 
five east one hundred and Eighty poles to a Stake thence South tin west ninety 
poles to a stake thence South Sixty west Ninety pole to a Stake and from thence to 

Include the mouth of Wallings mill creek & up the me__iders of the River to the 
Beginning as by the patent doth appear With all & singular the woods waters 
profits commoditys & appurtinances whatsoever to the said Tract of Land 
belonging or appertaining and the Rivers ___ Remainders ____ & _____ thereof 
& all the Estate Right Title Interest property claim & Demand of him the said 
Henry Knave of in & to the same & were part & parcell thereof Either in Law or 
Equity to have & to hold the said one hundred acres of land with the 
appurtinances unto the sd. Robert Kile his heirs and assigns forever and the said 
Henry Knave will warrant and Defend unto the said Robert Koile his  heirs and 
assignees the above mentioned tract of Land against all & every person or persons 
whatsoever Shall & will warrant & Defend by these presents In Witn4ess whereof 
the said Henry Knave hat hereunto set his hand & seal the day & year as above 

written 
   Test:       Henry Knave 
      James Walling 
      Joseph Bartlett 
  State of Tennessee 
  Hawkins County  Feby. 1802 
 Then this Deed was proven in open court by the oath of James Walling Let it be 
Registered 
        Richard Mitchell, Clerk 
 
Hawkins Co., Tennessee Deeds, Book 4, Page 116 
 24 Aug. 1805 -- Thomas Gibbons, Hawkins Co., Tennessee, one part, and Robert Kyle, 

same place, other part, $1000 paid, 125 acre tract on Clinch River on the east side, beginning 
opposite to James Wallin. 
 
Hawkins Co., Tennessee Deeds, Book 4, Page 139 
 21 Oct. 1805 -- Robert Kyle witnessed deed between Thomas Johnson Jr. and William 
Sacket in which 100 acres along the Clinch river in the Punchin Valley were sold for $200. 
 
Hawkins Co., Tennessee Deeds, Book 4, Page 158 
 20 Feb. 1806 -- Robert Kile, Hawkins Co., Tennessee, one part, and John Lucas, other 
part, same place -- $333.33 paid -- Tract of 100 acres in Hawkins County situated on the West 



fork of Clinch’s Creek beginning at John Elkins Corner. 

 
Lee Co., Virginia Deed Book 2, p. 188 
     30 Oct. 1807 
 This Indenture made the 30th day of October one Thousand Eight hundred and seven 
between the Trustees of the Town of Jonesville in the County of Lee and Commonwealth of 
Virginia of the one part and Robert Kyle of said County of the other part.  Witnesseth that for 
and in consideration of the sum of one hundred dollars to them in hand paid the said Trustees 
doth bargain and sell unto the said Robert Kyle and his heirs, three two acre lots numbered on the 
plan of the said Town 37, 38 & 39.  Together with all its appurtenances to have and to hold the 
said lots No. 37, 38 & 39 with their appurtenances to the said Robert Kyle and his heirs forever 
and the Trustees for themselves and their successors doth covenant with the said Robert Kyle and 

his heirs that they the said Trustees and their successors the said Lots with all their appurtenances 
unto the said Robert Kyle and his heirs against all other persons whatsoever will warrant and 
forever defend in witness whereof a majorrity of the said Trustees hath hereunto subscribed their 
names and affixed their seals the day & year above written. 
        Wm. Neile (SEAL) 
        Charles Carter (SEAL) 
        Robert Beaty (SEAL) 
        Martin Beaty (SEAL) 
        Charles Noe (SEAL) 
        Benjamin Sharp (SEAL) 
        William Ewing (SEAL) 
 At a court held for Lee County the 29th day of October 1808.  This deed of bargain & 

sale from a majority of the Trustees of the Town of Jonesville to Robert Kyle was acknowledged 
in court by the said trustees and ordered to be recorded. 
      Test: Wm. H. Carter, D.C.  
 
Robert Kyle’s War of 1812 Military Record 
     Robert Kile 
 Allison’s Regiment -- Captain Jonas Laughmiller’s Co., Reg’t of East Tennessee Militia 
commanded by Col. Ewen Allison. 
  Company Pay Roll:  Jan. 10 to May 23, 1814 
  Roll Dated:   May 23, 1814 
  Commencement of Service This Enlistment:   Jan. 10, 1814 
  Expiration of Service This Enlistment:   April 26, 1814 

  Term of Service Charged:   3 months, 17 days 
  Pay Per Month:   8 dollars 
  Amount of Pay:   28 dollars, 53 cents 
  Remarks: Transferred to Capt. Griffin’s Company, 27 April 1814 
 
  Company Muster Roll:   Jan. 10 to May 23, 1814 
  Roll Dated:   Knoxville - May 23, 1814 
  When Joined:   Jan. 10, 1814 
  When Discharged:   April 27, 1814 
  Remarks:   -- Transferred to Capt. Griffin’s Company, 27 April 1814 



         -- See Bunch’s E. Tenn. Mil. Exo. 

 
 Bunch’s Regiment, Co. K, E. Tenn. Militia 

 Robert Koyle -- Pvt., Capt. Jones Griffin’s Company of East Tennessee Drafted Militia, 
Col. Samuel Bunch’s Regiment (transferred from Regiment commanded by Col. 
Ewen Allison.  

  Company Muster Roll for Jan. 10 to July 21, 1814 
  Roll dated:   Washington, Rhea County - July 21, 1814 
  Present or Absent:   Absent 

  Remarks:    
nsferred from Capt. Loughmillers Co. 27 April 1814 & furloughed home from Ft. Williams, 3rd May 1814 for 

inability 

   -- See also Allison’s Regt. as Kile 
 
  Company Pay Roll: Jan. 10 to July 21, 1814 
  Roll Dated:   Aug. 1, 1814 
  Commencement of Service:   April 27, 1814 
  Expiration of Service:   May 3, 1814 
  Term of Service Charged:   7 days 
  Pay Per Month:   8 dollars 
  Amount of Pay:   1 dollar, 86 cents 
  Remarks: 

oined 27 April 1814 from Capt. Loughmiller’s Co. - Furloid on 3 May 1814 inability. 
 

Hawkins Co., Tennessee Deeds, Book 3, Page 244 
 Robert Kyle to Daniel Rapp - 9th Sept. 1813 
  This indenture made this twenty fourth day of February one thousand eight 

hundride and thirteen Between Robert Kyle of Hawkins County and State of 
Tennessee of the one part and Daniel Rapp of the County and state aforesaid of 
the other Witnesess that he the said Kyle for and in consideration of the sum of 
two hundred Dollars paid in hands by the said Rapp _ Robert Kyle have sold and 
by these presents to bargain sell convey and forever confirm unto the said Rapp 
his heirs ___ for ever a certain tracts or parcell of land in the County aforesaid on 
the North Side of Clinch Mountain Containing one hundred acres be the same 
more or less in mud Camp Valley including the improvements where Benjamin 
Rice formerly lived begining on a poplar and Dogwood a corner of Joseph 

Bunches line thince south 44 wests Blank pole to a conditionall line made with 
Daniel Jones then with said Conditionall line across the Valley thence North 44 
East blank poles to a Stake thence north 46 west one hundred and forty two poles 
to the Beginning to have and to hold to him the said Rapp his heirs forever with 
all the appertanences thereunto belonging and he the said Kyle binds himself his 
heirs __ forever to warrant and defend the same against the lawfull Claim of any 
and all persons whatever unto the said Rapp his heirs __ In witnesseth whereof I 
have hereunto set my hand and seal Date above signed sealed and Delivered in the 
presents of us 

  Test:      Robert Kyle 



 

Info Provided by David Landers, Grand Prairie, Texas 
 “Family letters indicate Robert Kyle furloughed home from Ft. Williams for disability 
May 3, 1814; died 2 months later July 17, 1814 at Puncheon Camp Valley, TN; cause of death 
was Yellow Fever.” 
 
Soldiers of the War of 1812 Buried in Tennessee 
 Kyle, Robert “of Clinch” -- (c.1760-17 July 1814 in Hawkins Co., Tennessee); married 
Sarah Runnells in 1788 (she b. 1774-d. 29 June 1842); as an old man Robert enlisted as a Private 
in Capt. Jonas Loughmiller’s Co., Col. Ewen Allison’s Regt. East Tennessee Drafted Militia; 
transfered to Capt. Jones Griffin’s Co., 1814, and died as a result of exposure.  Buried in the 
Kyle Family Cemetery, Puncheon Camp (Now Kyle Valley), Dr. John Pearson’s Farm near 

Eidson, Hawkins County.  Grave is unmarked.   
 
Probate File of Robert Kyle 
 State of Tennessee 
 Hawkins County 
 
 Whereas by an Act of the General Assembly, entitled, “An Act for establishing Courts of 
Law, and for regulating the proceedings therein:” It is among other things provided that the 
courts of plea and quarter sessions, shall and may, within their representative counties, take the 
probate of wills, and make orders for issuing letters testamentary, and letters of administration, 
which letters shall be signed and issued by the clerk of the said court. 
 

 And Whereas, at a court of pleas and quarter sessions for the said county, holden on the 
fourth Monday in August 1814, it was represented that Robert Kyle late of said county, had 
departed this life without making his last will and testament in writing: Wherefore, on motion of 
Sally Kyle (who entered into bond with approved security, and took the oath of administration) it 
was ordered by the court that letters issue to her accordingly. 
 
 I, Stockley D. Mitchell, being the clerk of the said court, in pursuance of the above recited 
Act of Assembly, and in obedience to the foregoing order of court, DO issue these letters of 
administration, hereby authorizing and empowering the said Sally Kyle well and truly to collect 
and administer all and singular the goods and chattels, rights and credits of the said Robert Kyle 
deceased, in all matters and things concerning the same, according to law. 
 

 Given under my hand, at office, in Rogersville, the 26th day of June 1816. 
     A true Copy 
        S. Mitchell Clk. 
 
Information Compiled by Prentiss Price of Rogersville, Tennessee (1949) 
 Robert Kyle, b. 1751 according to a descendant but probably later, died 17 July 1814 in 
Puncheon Camp Valley, Hawkins Co., Tennessee of Yellow Fever.  He married 13 June 1792 in 
Botetourt Co., Virginia, Sarah Runnells (or Reynolds), daughter of John Runnells.  She was 
born 1760-1770 (censuses of 1830 and 1840; a descendant says 11 June 1774), died 29 June 
1842 in Hawkins Co., Tennessee.  Robert Kyle was taxed in Botetourt County in 1787 and 1788.  



He was a Constable there in 1790.  He was still in Botetourt in January 1794 and in December 

1798, but witnessed a deed in Hawkins Co., Tennessee in March 1799 and seems to have moved 
his family to Tennessee in 1800.  He settled on Clinch river near the present Kyle’s Ford.  His 
land was on the south side of the river.  He served in his old age as a private in the War of 1812 
in Capt. Jonas Loughmiller’s Company, Allison’s Regiment, East Tennessee Militia.  His 
service commenced Jan. 10, 1814; he was transferred April 27, 1814 to Capt. Jones Griffin’s 
Company, Col. Samuel Bunch’s Regiment, and was furloughed home from Fort Williams May 3, 
1814, for inability.  He died soon after.  Family records and partition deeds prove the names of 
ten children. 
 
Genealogical Record Prepared by Cora (Kyle) Millington 

Robert J. Kyle (Born March 25, 1751) 

 Robert Kyle was born March 25, 1751 Tyrone County, Ireland (Ulster).  The old Family 
Bible record says in Tyrone County, Ireland.  He came with his parents (William and Sara 
Stevens Kyle) to America in 1759, when he was eight years of age.  His parents settled in 
Botetourt County; Virginia on a plantation owned by his father.  He grew to manhood on this 
plantation and helped in the farming. 
 In 1772 he went back to Tyrone County, Ireland and spent four months visiting his 
relatives.  Death had taken the girl he was bethrothed to marry in two weeks.  He grieved over 
her death and thus his father decided Robert should visit his relatives in Ireland.  In 1791 he 
went back to visit Ireland and Scotland. 
 He served for a while in the American Revolutionary War, acording to Bible record but 
doesn’t say in what branch of service. 
 After the American Revolutionary War, he obtained work with a Milling Company and 

was away from home two or three years.  He returned to Fincastle and was united in marriage to 
Sara Runnels (Reynolds) on June 13, 1792.  Sara Runnels was born July 11, 1764 in Virginia 
and died June 2, 1842 in Hawkins County, Tennessee.  She was a daughter of Nancy and John 
Runnels of Fincastle, Botetourt County, Virginia.  Marriage license is recorded in 1793 at 
Fincastle Court House.  His age is given as 41 and her age as 28. 
 Robert Kyle remained in the home of his parents (William and Sara Kyle) the first eight 
years of married life.  After the birth of their first four children, Robert told his father he was 
planning on establishing a new home.  In February 1800 he went to Lee County, Virginia and 
moved his family for a short time into Jonesville, Virginia.  He rode horse back to Hawkins 
County, Tennessee.  Here he purchased a farm o the south side of Clinch River near Kyles Ford 
Tennessee.  The post office address was Kyles Ford, Tennessee.  His family remained in 
Jonesville while he went back and forth horseback herring logs and building his house.  He 

moved his family down to Tennessee in 1801.  His father gave him two slaves, Jake and Cindy, 
who helped him improve the place.  Robert Kyle then went farther down in the Puncheon Camp 
Valley (today is known as Kyle Valley), invested in acreage of land. 
 When James Madison was elected President of the United States, William Kyle made 
plans and looked ahead to attend his inauguration.  The week before it took place he rode 
horseback to Hawkins County, Tennessee, where he spent the time resting to be able for the trip.  
The day before they were to take leave on the trip, William said: “Sara, I am going to take little 
John with Bob and me to the inauguration.”  Sara said: “My gracious no father Kyle, John hasn’t 
suitable clothes for such an occasion.  Grandad said “Don’t worry, I’ll take care of that.”  They 
left next morning, rode to Buckingham County, Virginia where they spent two days.  They went 



to Charlottesville for all three to get fitted up in clothes.  Grandad Kyle fixed little John up in a 

white shirt, with a large lace trimmed collar, blue velvet coat, black velvet pants, buckled shoes, 
long black hose, gray cap and overcoat.  William Kyle then purchased an entire new outfit for 
Robert and himself.  They rode to the home of a friend two miles out of Washington, D.C. 
where they spent the night.  They dressed next day and left all their old clothes at a friend’s 
home and headed for the inauguration.  James Madison recognized them and sent a messenger 
boy to invite them in.  Then the thrill began for little John.  He had never attended anything just 
equal to this.  Robert Kyle and James Madison being close friends since boyhood were soon 
enjoying this meeting.  Finally near the close of their conversation, he said “Now Robert you 
have a son named Thomas Jefferson, if there is another boy born in your family name him James 
Madison.”  Then he reached in his pocket and took out his purse, gave little John Kyle a pearl 
handled pocket knife, placed his hand on his shoulder and said “John, when you grow up name 

your first son James Madison.”  Little John Kyle grew to manhood, married and named his first 
son, born 1831, James Madison. 
 When the war broke out between Great Britain and the United States in 1812.  He took 
his family up to Botetourt County, Virginia where he enlisted.  He told my grandfather (John 
Kyle) his oldest son then age twelve, that it was his duty to enlist, he had helped whip the British 
once and he felt it was again his duty to defend his country.  He was assigned as a Captain of a 
company of Riflemen from the 48t Regiment, Virginia Militia from Botetourt County, Virginia.  
You will find on a record somewhere he was the son of William Kyle, probably in Richmond 
Virginia where it could give father and mother’s names.  While leading his troops in 
Williamsburg, Virginia, he suddenly was stricken with a high fever, went home and died 
September 28, 1813.  His father William Kyle was mentioned as administrator.  You will find 
these records in War Department in Washington D.C.  Robert Kyle never had the opportunity 

again to see James Madison.  After the inauguration until the death of Robert in 1813, they had 
corresponded.  The family received a letter of sympathy from President James Madison and 
wife, Dollie Madison. 
 The Kyles, Monroes, Madisons and Jeffersons were very close friends.  James Monroe 
and Robert Kyle were born in March, same day and same hour in 1751.  Robert in Ireland and 
James Monroe in Virginia. 
 The Robert Kyle plantation at Kyles Ford, Hawkins County, Tennessee remained in the 
family until 1923, when it was put up at auction to sell to the highest bidder to settle estate of his 
heirs. 
 Robert Kyle owned property in Jonesville, Lee County, Virginia. 
 There is a record in Rogersville Court House where a deed is recorded in year of our 
Lord, one thousand eight hundred and seven - two three one acre lots No. 37, 38 and 39.  The 

said trustees were to receive one hundred dollars cash. 
 Robert Kyle was buried on his plantation in Kyle family cemetery.  Sarah Runnels died 
June 2, 1842 in Hawkins County, Tennessee and was buried in family cemetery. 
 Robert and Sara Kyle were parents of ten children: Mary Polly, Nancy, Hester, John, 
Dianna, Robert, Joseph, Thomas Jefferson, Melinda and James Madison Kyle. 
 
Information provided by Hazel Bonner of Springfield, Virginia 
 “Robert Kyle’s plantation at Kyles Ford, Hawkins Co., Tennessee remained in the family 
until 1923 when it was put up at auction to sell to the highest bidder to settle the estate of his 
heirs.  Robert also owned property in Jonesville, Virginia.” 



 

Information Provided by David Landers of Grand Prairie, Texas 
 “Robert Kyle came to America as a boy with his father from Tyrone County, Northern 
Ireland.  During the War of 1812, Robert was beginning to show his years and had a large 
family, and first sent a substitute when war was declared against England in 1812, but thought 
better of it and went himself.  He entered service for the country January 10, 1814  a private 
from Captian Jonas Loughmiller’s Company, Col. Ewen Allison’s Regiment, East Tennessee 
Regiment; he transferred April 27, 1814 to Captain Jonas Griffin’s Company, Colonel Samuel 
Burch’s Regiment, East Tennessee Militia.  He was furloughed home from Fort Williams, May 
3, 1814, for inability.  He died two months later July 17, 1814, at Puncheon Camp Valley, and 
according to family letters, the cause of death was yellow fever.” 
 

Hawkins Co., Tennessee Deeds, Book 4, Page 334 
 29 May 1827 (Sheriff’s Deed) -- James P. McCarty, High Sheriff of Hawkins Co., 
Tennessee, one part, and John Kyle, other part -- Kyle having sued Abraham Jones and Mary 
Jones, his wife, Daniel Rapp and wife Nancy Rapp, Isaac Briscoe and wife Esther Briscoe, James 
Garrison and wife Dianna Garrison, Robert Kyle, Jefferson Kyle, Melinda Kyle and Madison 
Kyle, heirs of Robert Kyle, Deceased -- $296.96 which Kyle had recovered against said heirs for 
debt -- Also, $16.92 ½ for costs and 40 cents for execution of which said heirs -- Land conveyed 
in Hawkins County is in Sizemores Valley on waters of W. Joseph Wallens Mill Creek, a branch 
of Clinch River, beginning at corner of Micajah Bunch claim as set out. 
 
1830 Hawkins Co., Tennessee Census 
     Page 82 

 Kyle, Sarah   00011 - 000100001 
  1 male 15-20 
  1 male 20-30 
  1 female 15-20 
  1 female 60-70 (Sarah) 
 
Hawkins Co., Tennessee Court Minutes, (1827-1837) 
     Page 172 
        6 Feb. 1837: A deed of Conveyance from Daniel Rapp and his wife Nancy Rapp, 

formerly Nancy Kyle, Isaac Brisco and his wife Hester Brisco, formerly Hester Kyle, 
James Garrison and his wife, Dianna Garrison, formerly Dianna Kyle and Robert Kyle, 
heirs at law of Robert Kyle, dec’d. To John Kyle, for certain town lots in the town of 

Jonesville, Lee Co. In the commonwealth of Virginia was duly proven in open court by 
the oaths of Abijah Anderson and John Mitchell, subscribing witnesses hereto and 
ordered to be entered at Record. 

 
1840 Hawkins Co., Tennessee Census 
 p. 234B 
  James M. Kyle 1 male aged 20-30 1 female aged 70-80 (Sarah Kyle) 
 
“Briscoe-Kyle: Pioneering Cousins” by Larry E. Briscoe (1985) 
     pp. 19-20 



 She was a wee lassie, that Hettie Kyle, when her Irish family moved from Virginia.  

Hester Kyle was born September 11, 1796, in Botetourt County, Virginia, in the great 
Appalachian and Blue Ridge Mountains, an area noted for apple production now. America was 
still an infant, herself, and the first President George Washington retired a few months later, 
March 3, 1797, at the end of his second term. 
 Both Hester̓s grandfathers were soldiers in the Revolution. Her father, Robert, came to 
Old Dominion with his father, William Kyle, from Northern Ireland, Tyrone County, along with 
his brothers John and James (and maybe a sister named Agnes Kyle Poage) about the time the 
colonies declared themselves independent from England and fought to prove it. 
 Robert married Sarah Runnells June 13, 1792, in Botetourt County, two days after her 
eighteenth birthday. Sarah was born June 11, 1774, the daughter of John Runnells (sometimes 
spelled Reynolds) who was also a Revolutionary War soldier. 

 The land of Virginia had been tilled for many years in the cultivation of tobacco. The 
leafy plants require a great amount of nutrients, and by the end of the eighteenth century, 
Virginia̓s farmland was worn out. Robert Kyle and Sarah Runnells joined the many other farmers 
in 1800 who moved to new frontiers and richer land for pasture and crops. 
 Tennessee was admitted to the union in 1796, opening a whole new region. France̓s 
Napoleon and his army were marching and won the vast Louisiana territory from the Spanish in 
1800, but President Jefferson managed to negotiate purchase of the vast area three years later for 
$15,000,000. The time was one of expansion, and the pioneer farmers were moving east. 
 Robert and Sarah and others in the Kyle family, including his father and mother, moved 
to Hawkins County, Tennessee, during the eastward migration. With a family of three daughters 
and a son, Robert and Sarah settled first at Kyle̓s Ford, located on the Clinch River at the 
Tennessee and Virginia border. The area is now part of Hancock County, Tennessee. The family 

later moved to nearby Puncheon Camp Valley. 
 Before leaving Virginia, Robert and Sarah had Mary “Polly”, Nancy, Hester and John, in 
that order. The family grew in Tennessee with the additions of four more sons and two daughters: 
Dianna, Robert, Thomas Jefferson, Joseph, Melinda and James Madison. Robert and Sarah̓s 
family finally numbered five sons and five daughters. 
 Wee lass that she was, Hester and her brothers and sisters grew up in that scenic valley of 
Tennessee that lies between the high peaks of the Great Smoky Mountains and the beautiful 
Cumberlands. The grassy valley provided the rich pasture for which Robert and Sarah needed for 
their cattle with the Clinch River running through its middle, and an idyllic playground for Hester 
and her siblings. 
 Pioneers lived in homes that were built like forts in the earliest days for protection from 
Indians. 

 The family̓s political beliefs were strong in national feeling and pride, according to the 
clues that survived them. With two grandfathers who served during the Revolution, Hester̓s 
family support for the free and independent new country is obvious. Her father, Robert, who was 
beginning to show his years and had a large family, first sent a substitute when war was declared 
against England again in 1812. He thought better of it and went himself. He entered service for 
the country January 10,1814, a private in Captain Jonas Loughmiller̓s Company, Allison̓s 
Regiment, East Tennessee Militia. He transferred April 27, 1814, to Captain Jonas Griffin̓s 
Company, Colonel Samuel Burch̓s Regiment, East Tennessee Militia. But he was furloughed 
home from Fort Williams May 3, 1814, for inability. Two months later, July 17, 1814, Robert 
Kyle died and was buried at Puncheon Camp Valley, according to family letters of yellow fever. 



 Other clues to the family̓s feelings about the nation come from the fact that two of their 

children were named for Virginia-born presidents, Thomas Jefferson and his successor, James 
Madison. 
 The family was Protestant, like most of the others who came from Northern Ireland. 
Many of Robert and Sarah̓s children were active Baptists 
 Hester was already married to Isaac Briscoe when her father went to the war in 1814. 
Additional indicators of Isaac̓s heritage are pointed out by the Kyle family. Hester̓s oldest sister, 
Polly, who was born in about 1793, married Abraham Jones. They lived in Lee County, Virginia, 
just across the state line where Hester may have first met Isaac, if indeed, he was related to the 
Lee County Briscoes. Her brother, John Kyle, born in 1798, married Martha Willis, a daughter of 
Larkin Willis. They lived in Virginia. John died in 1893. 
 Two others sisters and a brother moved together with the Briscoes when they left 

Tennessee and went to Missouri in 1830.  These included Nancy Kyle, born about 1794 and died 
after 1855. She was first married to Daniel Rapp and later to John Wray. Also on the Missouri 
move was Dianna Kyle born about 1803. She was married to James Garrison. They lived near 
Ozark, Missouri, and both died in Springfield, Missouri, in 1862. They were the parents of 13 
children. James Madison Kyle, the youngest of the Kyle children, moved with them to Missouri 
and died in 1900. 
 The remaining brothers and sisters of Hester were Robert Kyle who was born in 1805 and 
died after 1859. He remained in Hawkins County, Tennessee as did Thomas Jefferson Kyle who 
was born in 1807 and died in 1856. Also remaining in Hawkins County were Joseph Kyle, born 
in about 1809 and died before 1826 and Melinda Kyle who married twice, Eidson and Hurd, She 
was born in 1811. 
 

Kyle Family Information Submitted by Almyra Tee Mullenix 

 Marquis De Lafayette or “Lafe” Kyle was the oldest child of James Madison Kyle and 

Elizabeth Anderson Kyle. He had brothers: Robert, John, Rufus, Absolam, James Madison Jr. 
and Richard. His sisters: Elizabeth, Nancy (Mrs. Taylor Brown), Frances (Mrs. Albert Hasty) and 
Comelia (Mrs William Mc Neal). 
 James Madison and Betty were from the beautiful Tennessee hills of Kyle Valley near 
Kyle̓s Ford, Tennessee. James Madison Kyle̓s father, Robert Kyle of Kyle̓s Ford Tenn. was in the 
war of 1812. His Grandfather William Kyle of Botetourte Co. Virginia, was in the Revolutionary 
Army. 
 It was only natural that the young patriot of such heritage, after coming to this new home 
in Northwest Missouri would be sincerely devoted to loyalty. This area was sorely torn by mixed 
loyalties. But James Madison Kyle was a member of the Home Guard in those heart breaking 

days of the 1860s̓. This naturally brought suspicion from roving bands. His excellent 
marksmanship served him well, since his faithful revolver was first out of the door after the 
candles were dimmed by any unusual sounds outside. 
 In fact patriotism was imbedded, so to speak, by even the background of his name. It is a 
family story, for which we give credit to Hazel Rozelle through Cora Kyle Millington. 
 Before taking over his share of family land in Botetourt County, Virginia, William Kyle, 
grandfather of James Madison Kyle, lived in the area of Charlottesville, Virginia. We can only 
assume that the area was near the home area of the former president, James Madison of Orange 
County. It is not determined the extent of friendship between the families.  It was however a 
close enough relationship that as the time for inauguration of President Madison drew near, 



William Kyle of Botetourt County, Virginia and Robert Kyle of Kyle̓s Ford, Tenn. and John (a 

son of Robert) went to Charlottesville for more suitable clothing to wear to the inauguration. 
Following this Family Story, the relationship must have been more than casual acquaintance. In 
the course of conversation President Madison gave a knife to younger John of Kyle̓s Ford. He 
jested with Robert asking him to name his next son for himself (James Madison). 
 Thus in 1813 the name .James Madison Kyle was given to Great Grandfather James 
Madison Kyle, father of “Lafe” (Lafayette) Kyle. James Madison was the last of this family at 
Kyle̓s Ford. The name has shown up in several branches of the family. 
 It was only natural that Great-grandfather James Madison was “Uncle Matt” to many.  
Mary, daughter of Lafe, recalled one always spoke of her husband as “Mr. Kyle”. Ernest Hasty, 
cousin of Marq remembers one more difference. When Great Great Grandmother Betty was 
emphatic, she used the surname “Kyle” with definite emphasis. There were two Kyle slaves in 

the home in those days: Mammy Kate was truly part of the family. Stories are too numerous to 
try to relate them. However, all stories from either Aunt Nancy Kyle Brown or Lafe Kyle bear 
out the same conclusion.  Mammy Kate was truly part of the family defending her, Miss Betty̓s 

children, against the pranks ot Negro Sal. 

 One thing that has impressed a farm manager member of our family is the several 
avenues of diversified farming used by our Great Grandfather in that era over a century back. 
Grandfather Lafe told of the number of hogs raised. Market was in several routes. Sometimes 
they would drive the hogs to the St. Joseph Market, at other tunes in deep winter several hogs 
would be butchered and dressed and frozen and the frozen meat 
 The supervision of several stallions was managed under Great-Grandfather’s plans.  
Several individuals were likely partners.  As I recall Lafe Kyle’s stories -- under his management 
some of the stallions were taken to farms by rotine.  This part is likely in the era just prior to the 

1890's when Lafe Kyle bought land in Holt County. 


