
Will of John Lesher – Berks Co., Pennsylvania 
     LESHER, JOHN, Tulpehocken. March 20, 1809 - October 11, 1811. To wife Catharine 
plantation, 63 acres, during life. After her decease to son David for ££600, ££200 of which shall 
be his share. Remainder to sons Philip, George, Christian, David, and Jacob and daus. Elizabeth 
wife of Christian WALBORN, Margaret, Elizabeth wife of Henry SHELL, sons-in-law John 
MILLER and Ludwig SWARTZ, children of son John deceased, children of dau. Margaret 
deceased. John MILLER was husband of dau. Catharine deceased and Ludwig SWARTZ of dau. 
Mary Catharine deceased. George WEIDEL and his wife Catharine, she being one of the daus. of 
son John deceased, shall have no share of my estate. Philip and his present wife Elizabeth shall 
have the lot of ground in Tulpehocken, 6 acres, 113 perches, during life. Afterwards to their 
children. Exrs: Wife Catharine and son Christian. Wits: George ANSPACH and Henry SELL.  
 
 
Rootsweb Article about John Lesher 

JOHANNES (JOHN) LÖESCHER 
Born: abt 1740 Died: October 11, 1811 in Tulpehocken, Berks Co., PA 

     There are many spellings for this surname. Early church records have spelling as 
LESCHER, LÄSCHER, LÖSHER, LÖESCHER and LESHER. Later records such as obituaries 
and tombstone inscriptions in Venango County show the spelling of LUSHER.  
     Johannes Lesher/Lescher and Anna Catharina Wohlfahrt were married by the Rev. John 
Casper Stoever on May 20, 1760 in the Atolhoe (Altalaha) Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
Rehrersburg, PA. Johannes (John) Lesher served in the Revolutionary War as a Major (or at least 
that is what DAR records show). There's a John Lesher in the Company of John Patton, "The 
First Heidelberg Brigade", Sixth Battalion First Company1. Based on the fact this particular 
company is from Heidelberg rather than Oley, we believe this is the one that our John Lesher was 
in. 
     John Lesher was born in about 1740 to his parents. But, just who are his parents? His 
parents are not Nicholas and Maria Lesher; Nicholas and Maria are the parents of the 'other' 
Johannes (John) Lesher or Colonel John as I like to call him. 
     Over the years there have been several writings about the family of Johannes (John) Lesher 
(husband of Anna Wohlfahrt), of Berks County, Pennsylvania and his supposed ancestry. Mrs. 
Harold Linn and John A.M. Ziegler both wrote in their family histories about Colonel John 
Lesher of Oley Valley. The information pointed toward the fact that John of Oley Valley was the 
ancestor of Lesher/Ziegler descendents. This same information was eluded to by Mrs. Linn, in 
her history about Daniel Smith, that Lesher/Smith descendents were also related to John Lesher 
of Oley Valley or Colonel John Lesher. It is unknown where they each got their information, but 
both have recorded the same information. 
     Through research I believe, my ancestor, John Lesher who married Anna Catharina 
Wohlfahrt was the father of: Anna Margaretha Lesher; b: 09 June 1759, Johannes Lesher, Jr., b: 
22 June 1760; Maria Catharina Lesher, b: 24 October 1762; Eliesabetha Lesher, b: 01 August 
1765; Johann Philipp Lesher, 07 July 1771; John George Lesher, b: 25 February 1774; Christian 
Lesher, b: 07 November 1776; Margreth Elizabeth Lesher, b: 09 January 1780; David Lesher b: 
28 December 1782; Jacob Lesher, b: 01 May 1786 and Benjamin Lesher, b: 23 February 1788. 
This John Lesher is not the same Colonel John Lesher. Confused yet? 
     Colonel Johannes (John) Lesher was not the father of these children listed above. Col. John 
Lesher and his wife, Maria Yoder were the parents of John, Jacob, Barbara, Hannah, Maria, 



Catharine and Elizabeth. "Col." John Lesher was a 'Colonel' in the Revolutionary War. Col. John 
married Marie Margaret Hess after the death of his first wife, Maria. Col. John was a large land 
owner in the Oley Valley and owned an ironworks business there. Upon his death, Jacob was his 
father's principal heir and inherited the land and ironworks. John Lesher's home is still standing 
today in Oley Valley in Berks County. 
     In the DAR Patriot Index, the Centennial Edition, both John Lesher's are listed. Both are 
listed with their correct dates of birth and correct spouse's. Both John Lesher's have documented 
marriages to their correct spouses and documented baptisms and christening records for their 
children in area churches near where they lived. 
     John Lesher (Cap't/Major) lived quietly in Tulpehocken, Berks County and never lived in 
Oley Valley. He was never a Colonel in the Revolutionary War, but a Major. His father was not 
Nicholas (Johannes Nicholas) Lesher and his mother was not Maria Johanna Yoder. Or is his 
father Nicholas and his mother Maria? And is Col. John his brother? 
 
 

Will of John Lesher of Tulpehocken, Berks Co., Pennsylvania – 11 October 1811 
 In the name of God Amen.  I John Lesher of Tulpehoccon Township in the County of 
Berks and in the State of Pennsylvania Yeoman, being at present in pefect health of body and of 
sound and dispoinsing mind memory and understanding thanks be unto God for the same but 
considering the uncertainity of this transitory life.  Do make and publish this my Last Will and 
Testament, that is to say principally and first of all I recommend my soul into the hands of the 
almighty God who gave it, and my body I recommend to the earth to be buried in a decent and 
Christian like manner and as touching such worldly estate where with it had pleaes Gold to bless 
me in this life I give devise and dispose of the same in the folder manner and form. Imprimis this 
is my Will and I do herby order in the first place that all my just debts and funeral expences 
should be paid off and satisfied out of my estate as soon as conveniently may be after my 
decease.  
 Item this is my Will and I do hereby give and devise unto my beloved wife Catharine all 
my plantation and thee contiguous pieces and parcels of land whereon I now live situate in 
Tulpehoccon Township in the Count of Berks a fore said adjoinging to the several lands of 
Christian Lesher, Jacob Kurr, Peter Lebengood, Martin Brown and others containing together 
sixty eight acres be the same or more or less together with all and singular the buildings and 
inmprovements thereon erected and being to hold the same unto here my said wife Catharine to 
the only use and behoos of her my said wife Catharine during her natural life. And from and 
immediately after the death of my said wife Catharine I give and devise my son Daniel Lesher 
and to his heirs and assigns all that my a foresaid plantation and the contiguous pieces and 
parcels of land containing together sixty eight acres, be the said more or less together with all and 
singular buildings and improvements thereon erected.  ______ being ______ have and _____ 
_____ the my said plantation and the contiguous pieces and parcels of same containing together 
sixty eight acres, be the same more or less in the appurtenances unto my said son David Lesher 
his heirs and assigned forever be my said son David Lesher or his heirs executors or 
administrators paying therefore the sum of six hundred pounds in gold or silver coin lawful 
money of Pennsylvania in manner following, to ___ two hundred pounds, part thereof I allowed 
to keep in his hands as part of this portion to my estate and the other fourdred pounds to residue 
thereof in then equal instalments, that is to say forty pounds yearly, the first payment of the said 
yearly instalments to be made within one full years after the decease of my said wife Catharine.  
And I do hereby in power my soun Christian Lesher, who I have hereinafter nominated and 



appointed to be one of my execturos to sign seal excecute and perfect a good and sufficient Dee 
or Deeds unto my said son David Lesher and to his heirs and assigns for all that my a foresaid 
plantation and the three contiguous piecesa dn parcels of land with the appurtenances, so as to 
best a good fee simple estate in him my said son David Lesher his heirs and assigns forever.  
Item this my Will and I do hereby give and bequesth unto my said wife Catharine two of my 
beds, my house clock, my tables, my kitchen Spence, my wardrobe, my pipe stove and as much 
of all my other household goods and kitchen furniture of what kind and nature soever as she all 
choose to take, she shall have my bay mare, three of my cows and to my hogs which she shall 
chose to take and also the sum of one hundred pounds in gold or silver lawful money of 
Pennsylvania to be paid to her within one year after my decease.  
 Item this my will and I do herbery order that all the remainder of my personal estate 
whatsoever I have not thereine before given and bequeathed unto my said wife Catharine, shall 
be sold by public sale by my executors hereafter anmed within four months after my decease, and 
all the money arising there of and three from and also the said sum of six hundred pounds which 
I have here in before ordered to be paid by said son David, I give and bequeath the same unto all 
my children yet living, my two sons-in-law and my grand children hereafter mentioned. To wit 
my sons Philip, George, Christian, David and Jacob Lesher, my daughters Elizabeth the wife of 
Christian Walborn and Margaret Elizabeth the wife of Henry Shell, my sons in law John Miller 
and Ludwig Swartz, the children of my son John Lesher deceased, and the children of my 
daughter Margaret deceased. To be distributed to and amongst them or their heirs or 
representatives in manner following, that is to say, as well my said son David of the sum of two 
hundred pounds which I allowed to keep in hand out of the said sixe hundren punds, as those of 
my other children and sons in law,, which having already received from me in my life time to the 
amount of two hundred pounds, and also those which having received to the amount of one 
hundred pounds, as by their receipts and my book will appear, shall stand back and no received 
any money out of my estate until each of my other children as they succeed each other in age 
having first received as much to be equal with him or them which having already received to the 
amount of one hundren pounds, then beginning at the first oldest which having received one one 
hundrerd pouonds, to receive again as they succeed eeach other in age until each and every of 
them having received as much to and equal with him or them which having already received to 
the amount of two hundred pounds, my said son in law John Millr who was intermiarried with 
my daughter Catharine deceased shall always stand in the place of my said daughter Catharine as 
if she would been yet living and my said son in law Ludwig Swartz woho was intermarried with 
my said daughter Mary Catharine shall always stand in the place ofmy said daughter Mary 
Catharine as if she would be yet living, the children of my _______________________(whole 
sentence is missing)  and as I have advanced my said daughter Margaret and her _____ the sum 
of one hundred pounds 
     LESHER, JOHN. Tulpehocken. October 11, 1811. 
 
 
Webpage of Douglas H. Lusher 

JOHN LESHER 
  His name is usually anglicized as "John Lesher". 
On August 27, 1776, when Col. John Patton organized the Sixth Battalion of foot soldiers in the 

Berks County, PA, Militia. John Lesher helped to organize First Company and was 
commissioned captain. Also serving in this company were his son John Lesher, Jr., and 



Ludwig Schwartz, who later became his son-in-law. John Lesher, Sr., was later a major, 
May 27, 1780, in the Sixth Battalion, Berks County Militia, under Col. Spyker. 

John Lesher appears in the Berks County, PA, tax rolls as early as 1779 in Tulpehocken 
Township where he is listed as an innkeeper, owning 200 acres, four horses, and six 
cattle. He appears again in 1780, 1781, 1784, and 1785. 

 
During the persecution of the Huguenots in the seventeenth century many of them were banished 

from France and driven to Lorraine and Alsace, two sparsely settled provinces be-longing 
to the German empire. The persecution was carried to such an extent that these countries 
became densely populated with French refugees. For this and other reasons Louis the 
Fourteenth claimed these provinces and taking them from Germany they remained under 
the French dominion until the close of the Franco-Prussian war. While living in these 
“German States of France” the banished Huguenots learned to speak the German 
language. It is very common in American biography to find families of French extraction 
whose ancestors spoke the German language. 

 
This John Lesher should not be confused with another John Lesher who resided in Oley 

Township, Berks County, Pennsylvania. The son of Nicholas Lesher, this other John 
Lesher was an iron founder, represented Berks County in the first Pennsylvania 
Constitutional Convention in Philadelphia in 1776, served in the Pennsylvania General 
Assembly from 1776 to 1782, and was a colonel during the Revolutionary War. Much 
wealthier and more widely known than the John Lesher of Tulpehocken, early 
genealogies tended to claim him as an ancestor too frequently. 


