
DAVID PRYER 

 
1840 Census, Cranberry Twp., Venango Co., Pennsylvania 
     Page 119, Line 4 
      Pryor, William 
  1 male under 5 yrs. 
  2 males 5-10 
  1 male 30-40 
  1 female under 5 yrs. 
  1 female 10-15 
  1 female 30-40 
 

1850 Census, Cranberry Twp., Venango Co., Pennsylvania 
     Page 32, Line 18 or 23  __  117_118 
 Prior, W.    47  m  farmer  __     PA 
  Sarah       43  f            PA 
    Collingwood, Mary   21  f                 PA 
    Prior, John                 20  m                         PA 
  David                 18  m                      PA 
  William              16  m                       PA 
  Hannah               14  f                      PA    * 
  Stephen                      12  m                      PA    *   
  Margaret                    10  f                      PA    *   
  Sarah                     8  f                      PA    *   

  Amelia                   6  f                                        
 PA    *   
    Collingwood, Rosalphine   2  f         PA 
  Irena            1  f             PA 
              *Indicates that school was attended during the year. 
 
Special IRS Tax List of Division C, District 6, State of Pennsylvania – June 1865 
 Pryer, David  Cranberry Twp.  2nd class peddler Tax: $22.92 
 
1870 Venango Co., Pennsylvania – Oil Creek Twp. (P.O. Shamburg) 
   451-448  Parker, Mary 51 f Keeps House   PA 
  , Manuel 21 m Oil Miner   PA 

         Shannon, Catherine 31 f at home   PA 
    , Joel  36 m Teamster   PA 
 NOTE:  Catherine became David’s 3rd wife 
 
   470-467  Pryer, David 37 m Farmer --  -   $800.  PA 
  , Mary  37 f Keeps House   PA 
  , Allice    8 f     PA  
  , Clarance   7 m     PA 
  , Lovina   5 f     PA 
  , Kimble   3 m     PA 



  , Melda   1 f     PA 

 
1880 Clarion Co., Pennsylvania Census – Beaver 
     Page 35A 
 Pryer, David   m md. w 48 PA –   –   Carpenter 
  , Catherine wife f md. w 44 PA PA PA 
  , Alice  dau. f s w 18 PA PA PA 
  , Kim  son m s w 12 PA PA PA 
 
Lawsuit Involving Sons of William Pryer and His Wife, Sarah Smith 

 Pennsylvania State Reports by Pennsylvania Supreme Court (1889) 
Statement of Facts. 

 
DAVID PRYER v. C. S. MARK. 
JOHN PRYER v. C. S. MARK. 
S. A. PRYER v. C. S. MARK. 
 
APPEALS BY DEFENDANT PROM THE COURT OP COMMON PLEAS OF 
VENANGO COUNTY.  
          [129 529 
38SC >498 
 
Argued October 9, 1889—Affirmed at Bar. 
 

 (a) A testator devised lands to his son Jesse A. J., "provided that the said Jesse A. 
J., his heirs, executors, or assigns shall pay within five years after the death of my wife," 
certain legacies to each of the other children. 
 
 (6) The devisee (who was also an executor of the will), took possession of the 
land and also of all the personalty of the estate, using and disposing of the latter as his 
own, so that so far as the legatees were concerned, the personalty was wasted. 
 
 1. In such case, the legacies were charged upon the land devised, and the latter 
having been sold at sheriff's sale as the property of the devisee, upon judgments against 
him, the lien of the legacies was discharged, and they were payable out of the proceeds of 
sale. 

 
 2. The sheriff having undertaken to appropriate the proceeds of sale himself, 
without application to the legacies remaining charged upon the land, the legatees could 
sustain assumpsit therefor against him in the Court of Common Pleas. 
 
 Before Paxson, C. J., Sterrett, Green, Clark, WilLiams, McCOLLUM and 
Mitchell, JJ. 
 
 Nos. 210, 211, 212 October Term 1889, Sup. Ct.; court below, Nos. 39, 40, 41 
April Term 1887, C. P. 



 

 On February 23, 1887, David Pryer, John Pryer and Stephen A. Pryer, severally, 
brought actions in assumpsit against Cyrus S. Mark, sheriff of Venango county, to 
recover the amount of certain legacies bequeathed to them severally by the will of their 
father Wm. Pryer, deceased, and claimed to have been charged upon real estate sold by 
the defendant under execution process against the devisee. 
 
 At the trial on November 14,1888, before Taylor, P. J., the jury rendered verdicts 
for the plaintiffs, for $291 in each case, subject to questions of law reserved, which 
sufficiently appear in the opinion of the court below, filed March 4,1889, Taylor, P. J.: 
 
 These were actions of assumpsit brought by the plaintiffs claiming to recover the 

amount of certain legacies bequeathed by the last will of Wm. Pryer, deceased. By 
consent the cases were tried together. After the testimony was closed, it being agreed by 
counsel that the amount the plaintiffs were entitled to recover, if at all, in each case was 
$291, the verdict of the jury was taken for the plaintiffs in the sum of $291, subject to the 
questions of law reserved: 1. Whether the legacies were a charge upon the land and, if so, 
were they divested by the sheriffs sale. 2. Whether the personal property should not have 
been applied to the payment of these legacies, and not having been so done, was the land 
discharged thereby. If the court should be of the opinion that the sheriffs sale divested the 
lien of the legacies, or if the court should be of the opinion that the neglect to appropriate 
the proceeds of the personal property to the payment of the legacies did not destroy their 
lien upon the land, if any, then judgment upon the verdict for plaintiffs. But if the court 
should be of the opinion that the legacies were not a charge upon the land nor divested by 

the sheriffs sale, or that the personal property should have been first resorted to for their 
payment, then judgment for the defendant, non obstante veredicto. 
 
 Wm. Pryer was the owner of a certain tract of land situate in the township of 
Cranberry, county of Venango, containing about one hundred acres, as also five acres 
adjoining thereto. 
 
 On July 12,1876, Pryer executed his last will, dying shortly thereafter. This will 
was admitted to probate and recorded August 17,1876. The inventory, filed September 
27, 1876, shows personal property belonging to the estate amounting to more than $l,000. 
The testator left a widow who died June 24, 1874, and children, some of whom are the 
plaintiffs herein. After the death of the testator, the family, consisting of the widow and 

such of the children as were unmarried, remained upon the premises, until after the death 
of the widow, in 1879. Jesse A. J. Pryer, one of the sons, living upon the farm with the 
family, was appointed one of the executors. He took possession of the real estate, the 
personal property and everything, using and disposing of them as his own. No ac count 
was ever filed, and, so far as these legatees were concerned, the personal estate was 
wasted. Some time after the death of the widow, a vendue was made, by some one, and 
the principal part of the personal property remaining was purchased by David Pryer, who 
claimed and appropriated the proceeds of the sale under an alleged bill of sale of the 
property from Jesse A. J., for money loaned him after the death of Wm. Pryer, the 
testator: 



 

 On February 15, 1878, Isaac Osmer entered a judgment in the prothonotary's 
office of this county, against Jesse A. J. Pryer and Bruce Oollingwood, for $1,811.25. A 
fieri facias and alias fieri facias were issued thereon, levy made upon the land before 
described, as the property of Jesse A. J. Pryer, and a sale of the same by C. S. Mark, 
sheriff, and defendant herein, to Isaac Osmer, the plaintiff in the writ, for the sum of 
$2,085. Upon the back of the writ is this receipt: " Rec'd May 9, 1881, of C. S. Mark, 
sheriff, Two thousand forty-one and 15-100 dollars, am't of money made to apply on the 
debt in this case." (Signed) " I. Osmer." 
 
 The plaintiffs claim that under the will of Wm. Pryer, these legacies were a charge 
upon the land; that the sheriff's sale divested the liens, and that the will being upon record 

was notice to the sheriff, who should have first paid these legacies, and, not having done 
so, but appropriating the proceeds of the real estate, himself, he thereby became 
personally liable for a misappropriation of the funds. 
 
 The defendant claims, 1. That the legacies were not a charge upon the land. 2. 
That the personal estate should have been first exhausted in the payment of these legacies, 
but that it was squandered and the legatees must bear the loss. 3. That the remedy, if any, 
could only be enforced through the Orphans-' Court. 
 
 Although the will must be taken and construed as a whole, to arrive at the 
intention of the testator, yet the principal controversy arises upon the construction of the 
4th clause which is as follows: " I give and bequeath to my son, Jesse A. J., my 

homestead farm, containing one hundred acres and five acres more in another lot, at the 
death of my wife, said homestead being known as lot No. 245, of the Bingham lands in 
Cranberry township, Venango county, state of Pennsylvania: Provided, that the said Jesse 
A. J., his heirs, executors, or assigns, shall pay within five years after the death of my 
wife, two hundred dollars each to my sons, John, David and Stephen, and one hundred 
dollars each to my daughters, Hannah (now Swain), Margaret (now McDonald), Sarah 
(now Hetz- ler) and Amelia, which payments when made shall be in full for all my estate, 
so far as my heirs are concerned." 
 
 " Where the payment of a sum in gross is annexed to a devise of land, in general 
terms, without expressing any estate, the devisee takes a fee. But when the estate of a 
devisee is plainly indicated (as here), a direction to make such payments has no effect to 

alter the estate:" Burkart v. Bucher, 2 15inn. 455. 
 
 " When land is devised to a son, provided he pay to the executors a sum of money 
at fixed periods, this is a charge on the land: " Ruston v. Ruston, 2 Dall. 243; 8. c. 2 Y. 
54. 
 
 A provision in a will that " my son, W., shall have the tract of land he now lives 
on, provided he pay to my other three children $300, to be paid in the following manner, 
etc.," does not create a conditional estate in the devisee, but the land is thereby made the 
fund for the payment of the legacy, and the personal estate is excepted:" Holliday v. 



Summerville, 3 P. & W. 533. This last seems identical with the one under consideration. 

 
 By the second clause of the will, the testator disposes of all the income, 
improvements and personalty, not disposed of in the first and third clauses. It may be 
conceded that in the absence of any intention to the contrary, not appearing, the personal 
property is the primary fund for the payment of legacies, and further, that the waste of, or 
neglect of the executor to appropriate the proceeds of the personalty to such payments in 
case of loss, such loss would fall upon and must be borne by the legatees. But taking the 
will together, I am satisfied that the testator exempted the personal estate and charged the 
payment of the legacies upon the land; such lien was divested by the sheriff's sale, and the 
legatees would have to look to the proceeds of the sale. This being in the Common Pleas, 
I am of the opinion that to avoid circuity of action, the Court of Common Pleas had 

jurisdiction.  For the reasons given, judgment must be entered for the plaintiffs on the 
verdict. 
 
 Judgments having been entered in favor of the plaintiffs on the verdicts rendered, 
the defendant took these appeals, specifying that the court erred: 
 
 1. In ruling that the legacies in suit were liens upon the lands devised to Jesse A. J. 
Pryer. 
 
 2. In ruling that the personal estate was not the primary fund for the payment of 
the legacies. 
 

 3. In ruling that the remedy of the legatees was not exclusively in the Orphans' 
Court. 
 
 4. In entering judgments for the plaintiffs. 

 
Mt. Zion, Maple Shade Cemetery, Cranberry Twp. Venango Co. Penn. 
     Pryer, David                      b. 11 Feb. 1833     d. 18 June 1901 
     Pryer, Kate                        b. 21 June 1839     d. 25 Feb. 1916 
       (Wife of David Pryer) 
      Pryer, Mary                d. 15 Sept. 1870   age 37 yrs 8 mo 18 da 
       (Wife of David Pryer) 
     Pryer,                           No Dates   (Infant son of D&C Pryer) 

     Pryer,  Catherine      d.  26 Feb. 1858  age 24 yr 9 mo 1 da 
       (Wife of David Pryer) 
 
“The Clarion Democrat” – 29 October 1891 
Chas. Ritz et ux to David Pryor, lot in St. Petersburg for $400.00. 
 
“The Clarion Democrat” – 17 May 1900 
St. Petersburg News – David Pryor, who suffered a sudden attack of heart failure last week is at work again. 
 
1900 Clarion Co., Pennsylvania – St. Petersburg, ED 24 



   248-248  Pryor, David head Feb 1833 37 md.26 PA PA PA Day Laborer o/f/h 

  , Catherine wife Jun 1839 60 md.26  0-0 PA PA PA Seamstress 
 
1910 Okmulgee Co., Oklahoma – Bald Hill Twp., ED 145 
   182-182  Pryor, Kim boarder 44 s  PA PA PA Oil Field Roustabout 
  NOTE:  Kim, along with two other men, boarded w/the Claude Best Family. 
 
1920 Garfield Co., Oklahoma Census 
     E.D. 71, p. 10, line 42 
 237-242 Pryor, Kim hd. Rent 53 s PA PA PA Farm Boss/Oil Lease 
  (Kim was living alone) 
 

Death Notice of Kimball Pryer, “Venango Citizen-Press” – 26 June 1935 
Kimball Pryer 

     Mrs. Melda McDowell has received word of the death of her brother, which occurred at 
Ardmore, Oklahoma.   
 
Marriages from Venango Co., Pennsylvania Newspapers 
 David Prior m. Kate Shannon   5 Oct. 1873 
  m. at Franklin -- He of Cranberry, she of Franklin 
 
Venango Co., Pennsylvania Grantor Deed Index, 1800-1925 
     Book 49, Page 386 
 David Pryer & wife Catherine of Borough of St. Petersburg of Clarion County -- sold 

land in Cranberry Twp. that David had received by sheriff’s deed in April 1879 -- sold to Henry 
J. Sayers for $120.   1885 -- 97 A 
 
Letter from Margaret Dally, Parker, Pennsylvania -- 10 Nov. 1984 
 "Mrs. Catherine Pryer, wife of David Pryer, was born June 21, 1839 and died when 
Clarissa was 7 years old.  Children of David and Catherine Pryer: Mary Alice Pryer, b. 22 Sept. 
1861; Mrs. Clarissa Pryer Dally, b. 28 Jan. 1863; Lovina Pryer Marshall (John) a Canadian, the 
family called her Vina, b. 7 Jan. 1865; Kimbell Pryer, b. 27 Aug. 1867; Melda Pryer McDowell, 
b. 12 June 1869.  Melda was the second wife of Dr. McDowell and they lived in Rockland, 
Kennerdell, Pennsylvania. 
 I know nothing of the album of Pryer photographs, you see John and I were married in 
1944, and as they say,  there’s many a slip between the cup and the lip.  It could be that John 

never received the album or some Pryer relatives could have wheedled it out of him. Some of 
Melda s 21 children might have wanted it, and he was prone to give up what others thought they 
needed more than he did. . . . after I look through the family photos, I 11 be glad to send any of 
the Pryer family.  I had Jack help me mark what he recognized but there are many here without 
names." 
 Clarissa and William Dally were married by Rev. John Lusher, the man who took 
Clarissa in and reared her when her home broke up. 
 I have no dates on Willis Gibson.  He and Helen were divorced when her fourth child 
was very small.  She and the children were taken into the Dally home, and there is little 
information about thern." 



 

Phone Interview With Kathleen McDowell of Tallmadge, Ohio, 18 April 1981 
     Kathleen is a granddaughter of David Pryor. 
 She doesn’t remember her grandfather, David Pryor. She said that her mother, Melda 
Pryor, spelled her last name Pryor.  She said that David Pryor was married three times.  His first 
wife died after about 11 days of marriage.  Then he married Kathleen’s grandmother, Mary 
Miller.  Then he married Catherine Shannon.  Kathleen remembers seeing her one time. 
 Kathleen said that she knew a Lovell Pryer who was a grown man when she was a child.  
He lived in Rockland. 
 
Phone Interview With Kathleen (McDowell) Morris of Tallmadge, Ohio, 30 June 1985 
     Kathleen is a granddaughter of David Pryor. 

 She said she had received my letter earlier this year but she said she is very sick and 
unable to answer any letters.  She spends most of her time in bed.  Her voice was very weak. 
 Kathleen said that she didn’t remember telling me that her mother was born at Jerusalem 
Corners, Pennsylvania.  She said she couldn’t remember ever hearing of that place. 
 She said her Uncle Kimball Pryer was gone from Pennsylvania before she was born.  She 
said she couldn’t remember ever seeing him. 
 Her sister, Cornelia, still lives in Palm Bay, Florida. 
 
Phone Interview With Mrs. Cornelia Hillburg of Palm Bay, Florida, 26 Jan. 1981 
     Cornelia is a granddaughter of David Pryor. 
 Melda Pryor was the mother of Cornelia.  David and Molly Miller were her 
grandparents.  David and Molly lived in the Venango Co., Pennsylvania area.  Cornelia knows 

of no one that has researched the family extensively.  Cornelia, however, has some background 
information.  She referred to the Smith book that Ken Williams helped write.  (MY NOTE:  I 
really don’t believe that Ken Williams did any of the work on that.  I really don’t think that this 
is the book she was referring to.  Instead she probably had the work of Minnie Herron Annis). It 
contains some Pryer information. 
 David Pryer was married three times.  Cornelia said the second wife was Molly and they 
had four daughters and one son. The third wife may have been named Catherine.  David and 
Molly’s son was named Kimball Pryor.  Kimball never married.  He went to the oil fields and 
died in Oklahoma.  Cornelia never saw him.  Melda Pryor was one of the four daughters.  
Cornelia thinks she may have a photograph of William Pryer and his wife Sarah.  They were the 
parents of David Pryor.  Cornelia thinks that she has the maiden name of Sarah some place. 
 Cornelia said she knew that William Pryer’s father was John Pryer.  She has a lot of old 

pictures, many given to her last summer. 
 Cornelia never heard of Peter Pryer.  Cornelia has heard the Collingwood name but did 
not know they were connected to the Pryers.  Cornelia never heard of the John Pryer that 
married Gertrude Purdy.  Cornelia has heard of a Hannah Pryer.  She said that the member of 
that family that she knew best was Hannah’s sister, Marie (Pryer) Williams. 
 John McDowell an older brother of Cornelia.  She wondered how I got her phone 
number.  (MY NOTE:  I got it from John McDowell’s obituary).  Cornelia is the youngest 
child of Melda Pryer and Samuel McDowell.  Cornelia never heard of the Margaret Pryer that 
married a McDonald.  Cornelia said she has heard her mother speak of Sarah (Pryer) Hetzler 
often.  Cornelia never heard of Parmelia Pryer or of Jackson Pryer. 



 Cornelia never saw her grandfather, David Pryor.  She thinks she has the information on 

his death date however. 
 Cornelia’s address: 286 Indian River Drive, Palm Bay, Florida 32905 
 
Phone Interview With Cornelia Hillburg of Palm Bay, Florida, 11 April 1981 
     Cornelia is a granddaughter of David Pryor. 
 She has not forgotten me but has been very busy and hasn’t been able to answer . 
Cornelia is the youngest in her family and she will be 68 this coming fall.  Cornelia’s sister died 
last Saturday, 4 April 1981.  She had a stroke in early January and has been ill since. 
 She told me about David M. Pryer of Polk, Pennsylvania.  His father was Robert and his 
grandfather was Morris Pryer.  There are no Pryer descendants from the family of Cornelia’s 
grandfather, David Pryor.  David’s only son was Kimball and he never married and had no 

children. 
 Cornelia said there was another Pryer that may have been a John Pryer that lived at Barr’s 
Corners who had a son named John who died some 30 years ago in Lima, Ohio.  John had a 
small child at the time he died but Cornelia has no idea what happened to that child. (MY NOTE:  
I believe she is talking about Elmer Pryer and his son John Pryer). 
 Cornelia has heard of the name Eakin and there was a Charles Eakin who was a cousin of 
her mother.  Cornelia has met this Charlie but she didn’t know the name of his father.  Charlie 
would be over a hundred years old if still living.  Cornelia said Charlie should have some 
grandchildren still living in the Rockland or Venango County area. Cornelia thinks Charlie had a 
grandson named Bob Eakin.  Some Eakin girls moved to California and Cornelia has lost all 
track of them.  Cornelia isn’t sure Bob Eakin is still living. 
 Cornelia plans to make a trip to Venango County this coming August.  She said she 

never heard of Dave or Margaret McDonald. 
 Cornelia’s mother, Melda, was only 14 months old when her mother died. Melda was 
raised by foster parents.  So were her brothers and sisters.  Aunt Sarah Hetzler raised one of 
them.  One of Melda’s sisters was reared by a man named Uncle John Lusher.  He lived at 
Parkers Landing.  John Lusher was a preacher but Cornelia doesn’t know how he was related.  
(MY NOTE:  I checked the Lusher info provided by Bunny Linn and Rev. John Lusher married 
Sarah Pryer). Melda, her sisters, and brother never changed their names when they stayed with 
their foster parents.  Children of David Pryer and his first wife, Molly Miller:  Clarissa, who 
was called Clara; Lavina, who was called Vina; Alice, who never married; Kimball, who moved 
to Oklahoma and he never married; and Melda, who married Dr. McDowell.  Clara married 
William Dally, who was mayor of Parkers Landing.  Lavina married John Marshall.  David and 
Molly had four daughters and one son. Molly Miller’s real name was Mary. 

 David Pryor was married three times.  He was a widower for about 5 years after Molly 
died.  He then married Catherine. 
 Cornelia knew she was related to Swains.  She thought they lived around Bradford, 
Pennsylvania.  She thinks the Swains reared her uncle Kimball.  Anyway, he stayed with a 
family in Bradford until he was 16. 
 Melda (Pryor) McDowell died about 1939. 
 John Swain’s wife was named Hannah and Cornelia said that name didn’t sound like the 
aunt that raised Kimball. She just wasn’t sure. 
 Cornelia has a brother and a sister still living in Pennsylvania.  She thinks David Pryor 
died around 1910.  She will send that information. Cornelia doesn’t know what happened to 



David’s last wife, Catherine.  Cornelia thinks that David’s last wife was related to his 2nd wife. 

Catherine said she remembered her mother telling about this Aunt Catherine that used to visit 
them and she turned out to be David’s last wife. Cornelia doesn’t think that Catherine and Molly 
were sisters but is sure there was some relationship.  (KY NOTE:  Cornelia seemed a little hazy 
on this). 
 Cornelia said her mother, Melda, and also her grandfather, David, spelled their last name 
Pryor. 
 
Pryer Family History Compiled By Effie Burgwin During The Early 1950's 
 Jacob and Catherine Lusher Ziegler had seven children:  Henry, Mary, Susan, John Jacob, David, 
Catherine, and Martin. 
 I.  Henry married Eliza App, May 19, 1844. In 1835 he walked to Gettysburg, 250 miles, carrying 

all his possessions on his back and entered Pennsylvania College in preparation for the Lutheran ministry.  
He became a very noted minister in the Lutheran Church. 
 II.  Mary married John Henry Parker.  They had four children: Henry, Manual, Fanny, and 
Catherine who was married three times, the last time to David Pryer who formerly was the husband of her 
aunt Catherine Ziegler.  (David Pryer was the son of William Pryer, brother of Peter, Lovell, and Jesse 
Pryer. 
 III.  Susanne married Joseph Miller, brother of her brothers John Jacob and David’s wives. 
 IV.  John Jacob married Fannie Miller, sister of his brother David’s wife. 
 V.  David married Sarah Miller, sister of his brother Jacob’s wife. 
 VI.  Catherine married David Pryer, son of William Pryer.  After David’s wife’s death he married 
Catherine, daughter of Mary Ziegler Parker.  He had also been married to Miss Miller, sister of David and 
Jacob Ziegler’s wives. 

 VII.  Martin married Martha Smith. 
 
Pryer History Compiled by Minnie Heron Annis in 1952 
 David Pryer -- b. 11 Feb. 1833, m. 14 Jan. 1858 
  1st wife:  Catherine Ziegler -- b. 24 May 1833, d. 25 Feb. 1858 
  2nd wife:  Mary Miller -- b. 28 Dec. 1832, m. 26 Apr. 1860, d. 15 Sept. 1870 
  3rd wife:  Catherine  Parker Shannon -- b.  21 June 1839,  m.  5 Oct. 1873.  She  was a 
niece of 1st  wife,  Catherine Ziegler.  
 -- David Pryer spelled his name Pryor. 
 -- David  Pryor  and  his  three  wives  are  buried  in  Maple Shade Cemetery, Venango Co., 
Pennsylvania. 
      Children of David Pryor and Mary Miller: 

  Alice Pryor -- b. 22 Sept. 1861, d. 8 Sept. 1928 - Unmarried and no children. 
  Clarissa Pryor -- b. 28 Sept. 1863, d. 27 Feb. 1922 
   Married William Dally and had three children. 
  Lovina Pryor -- b. 7 Jan. 1865, d. 2 March 1932 
   Married John Marshall and had no children. 
  Kimball Pryor -- b. 27 Aug. 1867, d. Apr. 1935 
   Unmarried and no children 
  Melda Pryor -- b 12 June 1869, m. 17 Aug 1893, d. 26 Nov. 1937 
   Husband:  Samuel Wesley McDowell -- b. 24 July 1854, d. 30 Jan.  1931.   
   Samuel Wesley McDowell (M.D., Jefferson Medical,  1884),  married Sarah Agnes 



Mitchell, May 28, 1879.  There were five children to this marriage. 

   Children: 
    –  Clarence Wesley McDowell -- b.  2 June 1894, m. 11 Oct.   1926,   d.  
9  July  1968.  W.W.I. – Cpl. Coalinga, California. 
       Wife:  Tenie Ora Moore -- b. 22 Apr. 1898, d. 23 Oct. 1965. 
       Children: 
     Mitchell Wesley -- b. 20 Jan. 1928 
     John Maury -- b. 2 March 1932 
    –  Hazel Adele McDowell -- b. 11 Nov. 1895, m. 21 Feb. 1917, d. 28 Nov.  
1965.   R.D.  1, Kennerdell, Pennsylvania. 
         Husband.   Gabriel Walker Holleyman -- b.  14 Oct. 1887, d. 17 May 
1974 

         Children: 
     Robert Walker Hollyman – b. 21 Feb. 1919 
         Wife.  Esther Rae Sheffield - b. 23 Dec. 1917 m. 28 June  
1947 
                         -- Robert a Sgt. in WWII 
    –  Margaret -- b. 17 Dec. 1896, d. 20 Dec. 1896 
    –  Emma Dorothy -- b.  26 Mar. 1898, m. 10 Mar. 1920, d. 6 Sept. 1976.  
Lived in Reno, Pa. 
         Husband:  Maury Hunt Moore -- b. 5 Aug. 1892, d.  15 Jan. 1929.  
WWI Sgt. - Jewell, Tenie, 
         -- Ora, and Maury were brother and sisters 
         Children: 

     Maury Keith -- b. 15 Oct. 1921, m. 10 May 1941.     
       -- Major in Air Force in England in WWII.  L/Col. 1954, Col. 1965. 

  Wife: Elizabeth Clark – b. 11 Sep 1922 
  Children: 
       Maury Keith Jr. -- 10 Aug 1941 
       Maureen Elizabeth – 7 Feb 1944 
       Melda Elizabeth – b.  15 Oct.  1923,  m. Jan. 1946.  
Lives Cedar Grove, N.J. 
        Husband:  Frederic Foster Moore II b. 17 Jan. 
1915, d. Nov. 1980. Air Force Capt. in WWII. 
  Children: 
        Frederic  Foster Moore III, b. 26 Nov. 1948 

         Keith Moore (female) -- b. 14 Jan. 1951 
Mark Moore -- b. -?- 
      Enid Jewel Moore -- b. 1 May 1926 - Still unmarried by 1980 
    – Melda Irene -- b.  7 May 1899, d. 25 June 1975.  Lived on Liberty St. in 
Franklin, Penn. and never married. 
    – Vincent Merrill -- b. 29 June 1900, d. 3 June 1902 
    –  John Marshall -- b.  13 Dec. 1901, m. 27 June 1937, d. 16 June 1979.  
Lived at Kennerdell, Pa. 
         Wife:  Helen Bream Swartz -- b. 4 June 1909 
         Children: 



     Jeanne Elizabeth McDowell -- 18 Nov 1940 

                                Jack Bream McDowell -- b. 22 Nov. 1942 
     Kimball Pryor McDowell -- b. 31 Jan 1944 
     John Marshall McDowell Jr. – 12 Dec 1946 
     Samuel Garrett McDowell -- b. 3 Jun 1950 
     – Miller McDowell -- b. 6 June 1903, d. 25 June 1903 
    – Hester Lucille McDowell -- b.  29 May 1904,  m. 17 Aug.                      
1945, d. 4 Apr. 1981 
          Husband:   Edward Wilmot Gordon -- b.  7 June 1884, d. 20         
Aug. 1975.  They had no children. 
    –  Donald Keith McDowell -- b.  25 Sept.  1906, m. 24 Dec. 1960.  WWII – 
Corporal – lived in Houston, TX  

         Wife:  Eula MacEachen Taylor  –  No children 
    –  Enid Kathleen McDowell -- b.  15 Nov.  1907, m. 29 June 1935, d. 1988.  
Lived in Tallmadge, Ohio.  
     Husband:  Vern Okey Morris -- b. 26 Nov. 1907                          
 Children: 
      Enid  Morris -- b.  22 May 1938,  m.  17 March 1968 
           Husband:  Robert M. Works lII -- b. 9 Sept. 1942 
    –  Lawrence Lorraine McDowell -- b.  27 Aug. 1909, d. 11 March 1911 
    –  Robert Gordon McDowell -- b.  23 Aug.  1911,  m. 1 Sept. 1945  WWII 
Med. Corps, Navy -- Lives in Akron, Ohio 
     Wife:  Arlene Patterson -- b. 11 Jan. 1923  
     Children: 

      Lynn McDowell -- b. 7 Oct. 1946 
      Robert Gordon McDowell Jr. – 28 Aug 1949 
    –  Cornelia Florence McDowell -- b. 12 Oct. 1913  m. (1) Donald Earl 
Davies, 11 March 1935.  He was born 28 Mar. 1915 and died 1 Apr. 1949. m. (2) DeForest P. Hillburg 
     Children: 
      Jon Davies (female) -- b. 2 Sept. 1935 
      Donald McDowell Davies – b. 21 Apr. 1938 
 
“History of Venango County” (1890) 
     Page 1146 
 William H. Miller, farmer, was born in Union County, Pennsylvania, March 25, 1825, to T. F. And 
Catharine (Schnure) Miller, the former born in March, 1796, the latter in July, 1798, in Union county.  The 

father was a carpenter and served as constable for a period in his native county.  He came to Venango 
county in September, 1835, and bought a farm of one hundred acres, wholly uncultivated, which he 
subsequently cleared, and also one hundred acres adjoining.  He was killed March 24, 1853, accidentally.  
His widow died in 1887, the mother of fifteen children: Elizabeth, deceased; Catharine, wife of Solomon 
Wolfe; Fannie, wife of Jacob Zeigler; George, who married Christina Shoup; Joseph, deceased, who married 
Susan Zeigler; William H.; Simon, married to Emily Sayers, deceased, and whose second wife was Mary 
Walters; Sarah, wife of David Zeigler; Margaret, deceased wife of Jacob Wilt; Henry, married to Mary 
Dewoody, deceased, and whose second wife was a Mrs. Hayes; Mary, wife of David Pryer; Susan, wife of 
Paul Stover; Emily, wife of John Seager; Lucy, wife of William Folwell, and Hannah, who died young.  
Our subject was educated in the common schools and began for himself working at a furnace, charring 



wood.  He married Sarah M. Houser, August 11, 1853.  She died January 12, 1855, the mother of one 

child, Howard W.   He was married a second time, May 6, 1858 to Lucinda Allison, by whom he had two 
children: Eveline, who was born December 3, 1860, and died May 15, 1865; Allison, the other child, died 
May 16th, of the same year.  Mr. Miller has been administrator for six estates and held a number of 
township offices.  With his wife he belongs to the Cumberland Presbyterian church.  In politics he is a 
Republican. 
 
Information Provided by Venango Co., Historical Society 
 David Pryor married (1) Catherine Ziegler, daughter of Jacob Ziegler Sr. and Catherine Ziegler.  
Catherine was born 18 May 1833, died 25 Feb. 1858 one month after marriage, 16 Jan. 1858.  David was 
born 11 Feb. 1833 and died 18 June 1901 in Clarion Co., Pennsylvania.  David married (2) Miss. Miller, 
sister of David and Jacob Ziegler’s wives.  Mary Miller, who was born 28 Dec. 1832 and died 15 Sept. 

1870.  David married (3) Catherine, daughter of Mary Ziegler Parker. 
 
History of Venango County, Pennsylvania (1890) 
     p. 1146 
 Mary Miller, daughter of Tobias F. Miller and Catharine (Schnure) Miller married David Pryer. 
 
Letter from Cornelia Hillburg of Palm Bay, Florida abt. 1986 
     Cornelia is a granddaughter of David Pryer. 
 If you have any use for more pictures, I have one of David Pryor’s parents and one of him and his 
family which I will have copied for you if you want them. 
 Sorry this is so late. I‘m slow since having a heart attack last Feb. 13th.  Am recovering beautifully 
and we plan to fly to Pennsylvania Oct. 8th and return Oct. 28th. 

 Kathleen remains the same.  She is physically ill and in a very deep depression. No one seems able 
to help her. 


