
ARTHUR TAYLOR 

 

Hall of Records. Annapolis. Maryland. R.M. #H.S.. folio 261: 

 “June 6, 1687, To all Christian people, to whom these presents shall come..... I, Arthur 

Taylor, of Gunpowder River, in Baltimore County, Maryland, Planter, for and in consideration of 

natural love and affection which I have and to bear unto James Grear and Ann, his wife, and also 

for divers and other good reasons and considerations and here unto especially moving and do by 

these presents, give, grant, alein, enfeoff their heirs and assigns, unto James Grear and Ann, his 

wife, their heirs and assigns forever, 75 acres of land, being a part of a greater tract of 300 acres 

belonging to said Arthur, and called, “Arthurs Choice”, lying and being situated in Baltimore 

County, and on the South side of a branch of the Gunpowder River, called Bird Run, beginning 

at a red oak standing on the said river and running from said oak bounding with 

the...run...east-north-east 53 perches by a line drawn west-south-west from the end 

south-south-east...east to a line 53 perches.....          

         his 

   Signed:    Arthur X Taylor 

 Witness :             mark 

 Samuel Sickleman 

 Amy Thompson 

This Arthur Taylor, who gave 75 acres of land to James Grear, was the eldest son of one, John 

Taylor, as will be seen. 

 

Greer Family (Name of Book/Magazine Not Known) 

 Arthur Taylor, son of the imigrant, John Taylor, (According to Mr. Robert F. Hayes, of 

Baltimore, Maryland, a descendant of the Taylor family on his maternal side, has done much 

research on this line; has a family chart made by Mr. Edward F. Arthur) is of record in the 

Baltimore County Records, Book 9. folio 341 as the executor of the last testament and 

non-cupative will of John Taylor, his father, as of October 9, 1677. The inventory is recorded in 

Book 7. folio 338. The foregoing references establish, beyond a doubt, that Arthur Taylor was the 

eldest son of John Taylor. Arthur Taylor became a very large land owner in Baltimore county, 

but no attempt will be made to mention other than those that are useful in establishing 

connections concerning the Greer family.. 

 

Index:  Ann Arundel and Baltimore Counties - Rent Rolls, Vol. 2, folio 443:   

 “100 acres, rent 0-2-0, called “Fall Hill”, surveyed August 22, 1667, for Arthur Taylor on 

ye south side of ye north-east branch of the Gunpowder River, 50 acres belonging to ye orphans 

of Thomas Litton and ye remainder to Walter Morrow.” In 1669, Liber 12. folio 287, a certificate 

was issued to Arthur Taylor for 100 acres called “Fall Hill”, now lying in Harford County, 

Maryland, and for 315 acres called “Spring Neck”, also now in Harford County, Certificate for 

same being recorded in Liber 19. folio 402 Patented Liber 15. folio 476. 

 

Greer Family (Name of Book/Magazine Not Known) 

 Ibid. folio 416 300 acres of land, known as “Arthur̓s Choice”, were surveye August 20, 

1683, for Arthur Taylor, same being on ye south side of ye west branch of the Gunpowder River. 

 It will be remembered that Arthur Taylor gave for natural love and affection 75 acres of 

this 300 acre tract, called “Arthur̓s Choice” to James Greer and his wife, Ann, on June 6, 1687 



(R.M. # H.S. folio 261). The wife, Ann, of James Grear was a daughter of Arthur Taylor. 

 Arthur Taylor granted to James Smithers, a son of Frances Smithers, the present wife of 

Arthur Taylor, 150 acres, being land acquired from Thomas Lightfoot, known as “Arthur̓s 

Choice”, March 3, 1683. (R.M. # H.S. folio 68) 

 Arthur Taylor granted for natural love and affection to Richard Smithers (also spelled 

Smothers), a son of Frances Smithers, 75 acres of land, being part of “Arthur̓s Choice”, June 6, 

1687. (R.M. # H.S. folio 262). The will of a Richard Smothers appears in Kent County, 

Maryland, dated December 23, 1730; proven May 18, 1731, leaving a wife, Mary, the widow of 

John Carville. William Graves was a witness. (Ijaryland Calendar of Wills, Vol. 6, p.184). 

 

Letter Written by John Stokes, Duncan, OK in 1972 

 “The earliest Greer that I can definitely establish . . . is one James Greer who married Ann 

Taylor.  It is definitely established that Ann was the daughter of Arthur Taylor and his wife 

Margaret who come to America with his parents John and Margaret Tylor in 1659.” 

 “In 1687 Arthur Taylor deeded 75 acres in Baltimore Co., Md. to James and Ann Grear 

known as Arthur’s Choice.  This property came into the hands of John and Sarah Greer 

according to a sale they have on record when they sold the property in Mar 4, 1714.  After James 

Greer’s death, his widow secondly married Lawrence Robertson and thirdly married Oliver 

Harriott.  Transfers on this same piece of land shows it once in the possession of Lawrence 

Richardson, as ‘custodian for ye orphans of James Grear’ and in the possession of Oliver Harriott 

at the time of sale.” 

 

Baltimore Co., Maryland Deed Records, Vol. I (1659-1737) 

     6 June 1687 -- Arthur Taylor, of Gunpowder River, Baltimore Co., Maryland to James and 

Ann Greer, for natural affection, five acres . . . Birds River.   Signed Arthur (X) Taylor   Wit:   

Samuel Sicklemore, Ann (X) Thompson. 

 

“Baltimore County Families, 1659-1759" 

 Arthur Taylor, son of John, was born by 1659 when he was brought into the Provice by 

his father.  He married 1st, Margaret _____, who died by 7 Jan. 1678-79.  He married 2nd, 

Frances, widow of _____ Smithers.  Survey 100 acres “Fall Hill on 22 Aug. 1669, and 300 acres 

“Arthur’s Choice” on 20 Aug. 1683.  With wife, Margaret, sold “Fall Hill” and one-half of 

“Taylor’s Mount” (which John Taylor had bought from Benjamin Reid).  He bought 150 acres at 

“Foster’s Neck” from James and Martha Ives.  On 7 Jan. 1678-79 with wife, Frances, sold 315 

acres “Spring Neck” to Thomas Cooke.  In Dec. 1681, Arthur and wife, Frances, sold 25 acres 

“George’s Hill” to Thomas Preston.  In March 1683-84 he and Frances conveyed 150 acres out 

of 300 acres taken up by Arthur, to James Smithers, son of said wife, Frances.  Arthur had at 

least two children: John, born about 1671; Anne, married 1st James Greer and 2nd, Lawrence 

Richardson. 


