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A few of the family names you will find:

Pryer-Harden-Magers-Cox-Wilkinson-Billingsley-Spradling-Boyd-Lusher-MooreBain-Siegfried-Austin-Hampton-White-Lovell-Mitchell-Greer-Jones-Kyle-Rapp
We would like to invite you to visit www.waynepryergenealogy.com

A few of the many features….
Powerful searches, Interactive Maps, Calendars, Trees, Charts and more.

Many forms of charts and trees
Ahnentafel – Standard – Fan – Compact - Vertical

• Longest lived:
Elisabeth Crabtree
• Most common names:
Mary
John
William
James
• 1,455 places noted in Missouri
• Most common surnames:
Jones – 978
Magers - 971
Smith - 899

Interactive Maps

Find these stories and more……
Lost at seaJohn Billingsley (1647-1693) came to America with his parents about 1648 and eventually settled in Calvert
Co., Maryland. His father, Francis, operated a ship which sparked John’s interest in the sea. During the 1670’s,
John purchased a vessel and carried on a maritime trade for a number of years. John died in 1693 having been
lost at sea during a storm in the Atlantic Ocean.

Army deserterRobert H. Boyd (1826-1893), though having a wife and five
daughters at home, enrolled for service in the 91st Regiment,
Illinois Infantry of the Union army during the Civil War. He was
sent to Benton Barracks near St. Louis for training. His service
was short lived as he deserted his unit a few months after
enlistment.

Revolutionary War familyEmanuel Cox (1723-1788) appears in a 1959 edition of “Ripley’s Believe It Or Not.” According to Ripley’s,
Emanuel, of Marlboro County, South Carolina, and his eight sons all served in the American Army at the same
time during the Revolutionary War. Records show that Emanuel served as a 59-year-old private in Murphy’s
Regiment under command of General Francis Marion, who had earned the nickname, the “Swamp Fox.”

Tragic LossTabitha (Jones) Cox (1810-1899), was a widow living on Bull
Creek in Southern Christian Co., Missouri when the Civil War
broke out in 1861. She and her family sided with the Union
cause. In early January 1863, the Confederate army under
General Marmaduke advanced toward Springfield, an important
Union supply depot. Like many in the area, Tabitha joined others
at Selmore seeking safety in numbers. On January 7th, a son,
James Cox, and a son-in-law, Greenberry Melton, returned to the
home place on Bull Creek to check on their livestock.
Unfortunately, the two men crossed paths with Marmaduke’s men
and were shot to death. The army continued to Springfield where
a battle was fought the next day. In that battle, another son of
Tabitha, Jesse Cox, was killed. His body was brought back to
Selmore and the three men were buried in a field near that
settlement. One month later Jesse’s widow gave birth to a son
who was also named Jesse.

Muzzle rifle shot, but not killedAquilla Greer (1737-1832) was an acquaintance of Daniel Boone when living in North Carolina. Aquilla
served in the Revolutionary War then moved to South Carolina before settling in Warren Co., Kentucky.
Aquilla fought Indians and was severely wounded in the shoulder and mouth by a rifle shot causing him to lose
several teeth. He lived to be 95 years old.

Changed IdentityThe second son of Levi Harden, Charley Harden (1876-1953),
left home during the late 1890’s. He was not heard from for
many, many years leaving his Spokane family wondering if he
was still alive. Turns out that Charlie had settled in Perry Co.,
Arkansas where he married into the prominent Gilmore family.
Charlie’s wife, Annie, died at about the age of 30. Shortly
afterwards, a dispute broke out between Charlie and his in-laws
in which Charlie was forced to flee the region to save his life. He
escaped to Oklahoma, which had become a haven for outlaws,
and changed his name to Charlie Coleman, a name he maintained
for the remainder of his life. He remarried and had six more
children. His new family was unaware of his previous life as a
Harden until shortly before his death.

Tragic loss on the farmLittle Pearly Magers (1872-1875) was about three years old when she strayed to the hog pen carrying her doll.
She climbed the fence of the pen to get a better look at the animals. As Pearly neared the top, she accidentally
dropped her doll and it fell into the pen with the hogs. The doll’s head, body and limbs were stuffed with bran,
which her father, Sam Magers, used to feed the hogs. As the hogs attacked the doll, Pearly quickly climbed into
the pen to rescue it. The hogs then turned their aggression on Pearly thus ending the little girl’s life.

Name ChangeRoy Pryer was born 17 July 1881 on the Wakarusa River a
few miles south of Lawrence, Kansas. His parents named him
Archie Leroy Pryer, a name which Roy grew to detest. When
still a lad he adopted the name of Roy L. Pryer and that is the
name used in all records from then on.
Roy Pryer married Myrtle Harden in 1905. They
immediately moved to Aurora, Missouri where Roy was
employed by a lead mining operation. Roy worked as a shovel
hand in the “Little Betsy” mine until 1907 at which time he
returned to the Spokane area. During this period, Roy lost
most of his hair and was bald by the time he was thirty years
old. Roy always claimed that the carbide light he wore while
working in the mines was the main reason his hair had fallen
out.

One man, two familiesRoy’s father, John Fletcher Pryer (1839-1913), had four daughters
with his first wife, Susan. After her death at the age of 29 in Callaway
Co., Missouri, John returned to his old home place in Venango Co.,
Pennsylvania to locate homes in which his four girls could be raised.
After doing so, John returned to Missouri and shortly afterward moved
to Lawrence, Kansas where he remarried in 1872 to a young widow,
Sarah (Wilkinson) Pieratt. John and Sarah had seven children of which
their youngest son was Roy L. Pryer. During his lifetime, Roy never
saw two of his half-sisters who remained in the East during their
lifetime.

Historic military experienceJohn Fletcher Pryer (1839-1913) enlisted in March 1864 to serve in
the 4th Regiment Pennsylvania Cavalry. John’s unit was involved in the
siege of Richmond, the Confederate capital. When General Robert E.
Lee escaped Richmond with the remnants of his army, John’s Cavalry
followed in hot pursuit all the way to Appomattox Court House in
Western Virginia. There, General Ulysses Grant accepted Lee’s
surrender thus ending the Civil War. Two months later, John was
discharged from the army.

Gone to Join the ArmyJohn Wesley Pryer (1846-1864) was fourteen years old when the Civil War broke out. His two oldest brothers
signed up for service and John wanted to join them. He tried to enter the Union Army when he was 16 but was
too young and was rejected. One day his father sent him out to the barn to do some work. When he didn’t
return, they checked on him and found a note attached to the farm tool he had been using. It simply stated he
had “Gone to Join the Army.” Though still underage, he lied about that and was able to get into the army.
About five months later John was captured during the siege of Richmond. Eight months later John died in the
notorious Salisbury, Confederate prison in North Carolina.

Horse kickedIn 1854, Robert M. Wilkinson (18201870) moved his family and settled on 160
acres just south of Lawrence, Kansas. The
Wakarusa River cut through his land.
Robert was a farmer. One day in late April
1870, while clearing land near his barn, he
was kicked in the stomach area by one of
his horses or mules. Robert survived after
the accident for a few days in great pain
and suffering before passing away.

Hiding in the CornfieldIn August 1863, a Confederate guerilla group led by William Quantrill attacked the Unionist town of Lawrence.
Robert M. Wilkinson was a member of the local militia which was overwhelmed by the surprise attack. The
invaders looted, burned and killed more than 150 before leaving the town by a southerly escape route. In doing
so, Quantrill’s army passed within one-half mile of the Wilkinson home. The family had hidden in a cornfield
in the river bottom thus avoiding any additional harm from the raiders.

Death and LifeSarah Jane Wilkinson (1846-1914) was
eighteen years old when she became the fourth
wife of a well-to-do farmer, John Pieratt. Their
first son, William, was born in April 1866. John
took sick and died, 5 November 1868, at the age
of 51. Two days later, on the day of his funeral,
Sarah gave birth to their second son, Jesse
Pieratt.
Sarah when on to marry John Fletcher Pryer
(1839-1913) in 1872 and they had 7 children
together
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